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What is it about the Brotherhood that has made it
such a growing and vibrant part of the church for so
many years? What is that “secret sauce” we have that
enables our ministry to weather the speed bumps that
so many other groups, ministries or even the church
experience? For all those men we call “Brother” when
we greet each other, we know what that secret formula
is. And it is up to us, and only us, to evangelize that
secret.

Our Chapters try to meet regularly, some in person
and some still virtually, with some a hybrid of both.
And we hold monthly Zoom calls for our treasured
Members At Large, those Brothers who don’t have a
Chapter in their parish but still hold their membership
close in their spiritual journey. We hold national
webinars on a host of subjects open to all Brothers.

We sometimes share a meal together. We pray for
those on our hearts and on our prayer list and we pray
for our own thanksgivings. We study the Word, and
have deep, meaningful and revealing discussions about
Scripture. We actively support outreach efforts in our
communities by collecting food in the spring, coats in
the winter, and books for inmates all year round. We
visit and provide meals for wounded veterans and their
families. We give carnations to all of the women in our
churches on Mother’s Day. We offer support for those in
recovery. We encourage Scouting and mentoring. We
cook for the annual Shrove Tuesday pancake suppers and
youth group activities and help with Epiphany bon�res.
We volunteer to help with community Blood Drives and
Habitat for Humanity projects. We deliver food to seniors
and those who don’t have transportation. We promote
racial reconciliation and healing and are advocates for all
who are impacted by any social injustice, including
human traf�cking. We do so MUCH!

But, not the least, we proudly wear our distinctive
lapel pins and always greet each other (loud enough so
others around us can hear) by calling each other
“Brother.”

So what makes us so different that we are a
Brotherhood and not simply another men’s group? We
have structure, purpose, identity, a mission and we are
committed to supporting each other on our faith journey
and to sharing the good news of Christ with other men,

just as Andrew did. We feel God’s presence whenever we
are all together and experience the power of our prayers
being answered. We are a group that helps in the spiritual
growth, fellowship, prayer and worship with all of our
brothers in Christ. That devotion leads us to mentoring
our younger generation and embracing opportunities for
service to our church and community.

Our lives have been transformed. When each of us
was inducted as a new member, we set ourselves apart
from being just a men’s group. We became part of a real
Brotherhood of Christian men. That’s our “special sauce.”
And I hope you all are as eager to share it with other men
as I am. In today’s tumultuous world, if they haven’t yet
heard about us, they sure need to know about us.

And that’s what’s on my mind….
Conrad
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Conrad Jones
President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
conrad.jones@brothersandrew.net

SECRET SAUCE
On My Mind…
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Directly Speaking

Tom Welch, Executive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

A DIFFERENT KIND OF PEW

Shortly after I transitioned out of being an air
personality at my hometown radio station into a long
career in �nancial services, a singer from Oklahoma
named Garth Brooks hit the airwaves. Country music
wasn’t my “go to” type of genre, so he caught my
attention when he had a song debut on Billboard’s Top
200 at, of all places, #1. No country artist had ever done
it before. That was almost 30 years ago to this very day I
write to you. No country singer has done it since then,
either. There was just something about his writing, the
lyrics, that often captured me at a deep level. Evidently it
did most music fans from all corners. It didn’t matter if it
was “I’ve Got Friends in Low Places” or “We Shall be
Free.” Over the years, time and time again he caught my
attention.

When this pandemic began none of us realized what
the pews would look like, who might be in them, how
many might actually return to the pre-pandemic levels
and if we would �nd new types of people different from
us in a different kind of pew. Well, we’re still in “it” and I
am hearing of churches where virtual attendance has
actually grown churches to numbers not seen in years.
What things will look like in two more years, only God
knows. And that’s enough.

In the meantime, our mission has been constant;
bringing men and youth to Christ. That’s what our af�nity
group ministry is all about. What makes the Episcopal
and Anglican Communion so beautiful is the fabric that all
these various men’s, women’s and other af�nity groups
weave together to form a different kind of pew than we
saw 100 years ago. As I’ve shared before, keep the faith,
keep walking toward the Christ light. Don’t overlook
seeing the light of Christ in those not at all like you.

It’s when I �nd Him there in those places a bit foreign
to me that I realize how beautiful life can really be, even
in the worst of times.

So, let’s listen to Garth and his group of unlikely
friends. “We shall be free” one day, oh glory be.

moreinfo.news/Garth

In Cheerful Service,
Tom Welch

(Top left to right) Conrad Jones, Brotherhood of
St. Andrew President; and Tom Welch,
Brotherhood Executive Director with (Bottom left
to right) The Reverend Canon Mark Stevenson,
Brotherhood liaison with the Presiding Bishop's
of�ce; and The Most Reverend Michael Curry,
26th Presiding Bishop and Primate of The
Episcopal Church; shared some Zoom
conversation time recently updating the ministry
of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

Join Your Brothers Church Wide on
Zoom
Visit brothersandrew.net and check out
News and Events on the homepage for the
latest opportunities to connect.

https://moreinfo.news/Garth
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YOUR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
NATIONAL RECOVERY MINISTRY
CONTINUES TO SUPPORT PERSONS
EXPERIENCING CONDITIONS OF
ADDICTION

Addiction is an incurable (but treatable) disease
that affects not only those experiencing addiction
but their family and friends, as well. Recent statistics
show that 23.5 million Americans are addicted to alcohol
and drugs alone. That equates to 1 out of every 10 people
over the age of 12, a number equal to the population of
Texas. Not included in this statistic are those suffering
from other addictions like sex and gambling. Also not
included are the family and friends of addicts. Everyone
must be made aware of this immense problem. Everyone
must accept addiction as an incurable, yet treatable,
disease. We all must work together to help provide
persons who are experiencing addiction and their family
and friends a path to recovery.

Jesus gives us some insight into how we are to treat
the sick in Matthew 25. He says those who have shown
me mercy, like taking care of me when I was sick, will
inherit the kingdom of heaven. The disciples respond by
asking Jesus when were you sick? Jesus says, “Truly I tell
you just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.” Jesus calls us!
There is recovery from addiction. There is hope. Brothers
and sisters need our help.

The Recovery Ministry of the Brotherhood of St
Andrew restarted in March of 2021. A new committee was
formed composed of volunteers from Chapters across the
country. Each member has experienced recovery and has
a desire to share the message of hope. As the committee
meets work is beginning in three areas:
1. Awareness: An information campaign on Recovery

from addiction.
a) A program will be developed that will provide

Chapters with information and resources to use in
their churches to let persons who are affected by
addiction know they are not alone. The idea being
that light needs to be shown on this disease so
sharing and recovery can begin.

b) A Recovery Sunday will be established. Plans are
underway for a once-a-year Sunday dedicated to
learning about and celebrating recovery.

c) Developing and offering for Chapter meetings a
“Recovery from Addiction. There is Hope.”
multimedia presentation.

2. A plan for individual assistance: A checklist is being
developed to be used by local Chapters and churches.
This is envisioned as a template to be used when a
person desiring recovery asks for help. It will be
designed to provide contact information of people in
recovery, national recovery programs, local recovery
programs, and local professional help.

3. Community outreach: Plans and support are being
developed to encourage Chapters to welcome and
support addiction recovery programs meeting at their
church.
There is much work to be done! With God’s help,

Brotherhood of St. Andrew Recovery Ministry will assist
Brothers across the country in carrying the message that
there is recovery and there is hope.

A PRAYER FOR PERSONS EXPERIENCING

ADDICTION, THEIR FAMILIES AND

FRIENDS.

O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to
you. Look with compassion upon all who through
addic�on have lost their health and freedom. Restore
to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy;
remove from them the fears that beset them,
strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and,
to those who care for them, give pa�ent
understanding and persevering love. Amen. (Source:
Book of Common Prayer)

Brotherhood Recovery Ministry
Recurring mee�ngs:
• Every Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Central) 12-step
recovery mee�ng for all addic�ons. Sponsored by
RMEC. Zoom ID 923 8806 4304.

• 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
(Central) 12-step Recovery Eucharist for all
addic�ons sponsored by All Saints Episcopal
Church, Pasadena, Ca. Zoom ID 875 5107 8462.
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Did You Know?
St. Andrew's Day is

traditionally a time when
Brotherhood of St.
Andrew's members offer
their $50 annual
membership dues, as
well as additional gifts in
support of the mission
initiatives of the
Brotherhood of St.
Andrew.
St. Andrew's Day is
also the time most
Chapters choose to
share their Annual
Chapter Reports.

There are two ways to share your
membership commitment and your
Chapter's annual report.

1. Go to brothersandrew.net and use our electronic
donor and transmission options.

OR

2. Fill out the form and mail it to:

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
620 S 3rd Street Suite 203
Louisville KY 40202
Thank you for sharing and supporting your

Brotherhood of St. Andrew!

NAME

BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER

YOUR ADDRESS

EMAIL PHONE

CITY/STATE/ZIP

____ I'm enclosing the Annual Report from my
Chapter.

____ I'm enclosing my $50 annual membership
dues for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

____ I'm including a gift beyond this
commitment to support the
Brotherhood's mission initiatives.

____ I'm including gifts from other Brothers, in
addition to myself.

____ I'm interested in churchwide leadership
opportunities within the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew.

____ Please contact me. I have some
questions.

If you need more information, call 502-450-5640
or email us info@brothersandew.net

GET READY NOW...
ST. ANDREW'S DAY IS NOVEMBER 30!

How will your and your Chapter commemorate St. Andrew's Day?

Remember, Life Memberships will increase from $600 to
$1,000 beginning January 1, 2022. Also, Annual 2022
Membership Renewals will be starting November 1-
December 31, as well as Annual Chapter Reports for all
chapters. Membership dues will increase from $40 to $50,
our �rst increase in over a decade.
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What can you do as a Brotherhood
Chapter that’s new and pandemic-friendly during
this Holy season filled with abundant opportunities
for mission? Here are just a few ideas.

1.Connect with a funeral home in your community and
lead in organizing a candlelight outdoor memorial
service honoring those who have died of COVID. A
great time for this event may be the Sunday evening or
Wednesday evening before Thanksgiving as many
families are beginning to gather.

2.Organize a free outdoor pick-up lunch box
opportunity for beleaguered hospital, EMS, and other
medical staffs who have been working long hours
attending to ill patients. Partner with a local caterer,
your church, and a business or two that could help
fund the lunches. Don’t forget to tuck a flier about your
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapter in with the lunch
boxes.

3. Is your church among those who have missed your
congregational children’s Christmas pageant due to
COVID concerns? Have your Chapter lead in switching
it up this year and keep it safe and socially distanced.

Convene the children of your congregation and meet at
a local barn outdoors with Nativity costumes in hand
during Thanksgiving weekend (or while the weather is
still a bit warm).

Re-enact the visual highlights of the Nativity story and
video it with a good camera or cell phone. Edit and
show it during your typical pageant time with individual
children reading parts of the story to accompany the
showing of the video.

4. Is your church accustomed to crowded gatherings
while doing Thanksgiving food basket or toy
distribution this time of year? Again, your Chapter can
lead in trying something new this year. Instead of
doing one or two huge gifting occasions this time of
year, consider an approach of “adopting” families for

an entire year, getting to know them, and spreading
out your gifting throughout the year. This approach can
eliminate some of the holiday gridlock, when many are
already making larger gifts to those in need. A baked
ham or turkey may be even more welcome in the cold
winter months ahead and children may equally delight
in receiving a special gift for their birthday.

5. Create a Brotherhood-sponsored Advent prayer
calendar where you covenant to pray for different
persons or groups each day during Advent. Some
good possibilities---shut-ins, individuals who are ill or
in�rm, veterans in your congregation and community,
children in your church, community leaders,
individuals experiencing incarceration, community
organizations that are helping others each day, your
local schools, and other churches. Note: be sure to let
the recipients of your prayer emphasis know
something about your Chapter and that you are
praying for them.

6. Organize an “Advent Mission Moment a Day” project
for all of the days of Advent, where---individually or
collectively---you (and others in your Chapter or
church) offer one very small act of mission-oriented
care per day. Provide some simple examples such as
calling a veteran to thank them, placing some non-
perishable food in a community care box, or dropping
off a box or bag of unneeded items to a local agency
offering human needs assistance. Many small mission
moments can add up to a huge impact!

7. Accelerate your holiday card and note writing
ministry this year. With more time at home, cards and
notes provide an extra special touch. In addition to
mobilizing members of your Chapter for this task, lead

LOOK OUT---HERE COME

THANKSGIVING, ADVENT,
CHRISTMAS, AND EPIPHANY
ONCE MORE, IN A COVID WORLD

Continued on page 8.



AWARD PRESENTED

The Right Reverend Mike Klusmeyer,
Bishop of the Diocese of West Virginia, was
presented the prestigious St. George
emblem award for his service and
commitment to Scouting at the 144th Annual
Diocese of West Virginia convention. The
award was presented by Brotherhood
member John Can�eld, who is a vice
chancellor in West Virginia, secretary of
convention, and a former assistant
scoutmaster who attended the jamboree
services presided over by Bishop
Klusmeyer.
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TRINITY, FREDERICKSBURG BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER ENJOYS BASEBALL OUTING

The Trinity Fredericksburg, Virginia Chapter of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew recently sponsored an outing to a
Fredericksburg National (FredNats) minor league baseball
team game, an af�liate team to the Washington Nationals.
Over 40 Brothers Andrew, family members, and guests
attended the game and had a dinner of hot dogs, hamburgers,
side dishes, and drinks. This is the FredNats �rst season and
although the home team did not prevail, it was a grand time
for fellowship, fun, and breaking of bread.

Having recently been elected to serve as a Chapter
Representative on the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Executive Board, I will write a bit as a matter of
introduction.

I became an Episcopalian during my �rst year of
graduate school. While an undergraduate at Texas A&M, I
spent Wednesday evenings at the Canterbury Episcopal
Student Center. Yes, they fed us dinner along with
spirituality. That was in 1961.

Career-wise, I seem to be a country boy from Texas
who can’t take off the military uniform. Following
retirement from the U.S. Army as a Lt. Colonel, the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary came next. In the Auxiliary I hold
the permanent title of “Commodore”---the highest and
only permanent title in the Auxiliary. I am still serving as a
Past District Commodore on the National Diversity and
Inclusion Staff. The Army indulged my passion for flying,
both rotary and �xed wing. The Auxiliary allowed me to
patrol as a coxswain on the water.

It is my privilege to be a member of the Brotherhood
of St. Andrew and an honor to serve as a Chapter
Representative on the Executive Board. Serving God is a

spiritual privilege
and duty much
more so than
serving my country
in uniform was a
patriotic duty.
Service is important
to me. The
Brotherhood offers
many opportunities to serve whether at the local Chapter
level, diocese level, provincial level or national level.

Another reason I am in the Brotherhood is fellowship.
There is a certain amount of inspiration from being with
my Brothers in prayer.

Last, but not least, I am in the Brotherhood to learn
through Bible Study. I am thrilled to lead Bible Study and
learn much when I am the one who researches scriptures
to share precious spiritual truths with those who are there
to learn.

To close, I consider the Brotherhood of St. Andrew a
priority in my life. It is an essential part of the Body of
Christ and an essential part of my life.

WHY I BELONG TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
By David Adams, Trinity Fredericksburg VA Brotherhood Chapter

Craig Sutton, Raleigh
Jimenez (Trinity Chapter
Director), Carol Jimenez,
Jim Carlock (Trinity
Chapter Secretary), and
Richard Humphreys
(Outing Organizer) all
enjoyed a Trinity
Fredericksburg
Brotherhood baseball
outing.

David(Dave) and Nita Adams at
a Fredericksburg Baseball Game
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
Due to the November holidays, the deadline for our November print and electronic

edition is October 15. The one for December is December 5.
Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.

in getting others in your church involved. It doesn’t
have to be elaborate or expensive. Hand-drawn cards
by your congregation’s children can be a great hit. But,
commit now to extending your “snail mail” reach to
anyone you can identify who could use an extra bit of
cheer (practically everybody these days, right?!). If a
shower of cards is too time-consuming, consider a
project of making phone calls or sharing personal
greetings on Facebook (or even in emails).

8. Miss the tradition of Christmas caroling? Gather your
Chapter members and friends for some virtual
Christmas caroling on Zoom. It may not sound in sync,
given everyone’s differing Internet speeds, but you can
still make a joyful noise together.

9. Organize a brief outdoor
prayer “watch” service for
New Year’s Eve to pray in the
New Year. Build a warm,
welcoming �re. Craft a lighted
ball to drop at midnight
following the time of prayer,
provide cups of hot cider for a toast, and wish
everyone a Happy New Year.

Take some time as a Chapter right now to look ahead
to 2022 and how/when you can be newly present with
the love of Christ in your church and community,
especially developing strategies to reach out to potential
new participants in your Chapter. A New Year of mission
opportunities will be here before you know it!

LOOK OUT---HERE COME THANKSGIVING, ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, AND EPIPHANY
Continued from page 6.


