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A New Ministry to Fight Human Trafficking
Project Moses

Founded in 2016, Project Moses at Saint Michael and All Angels 
in Dallas used that year to get organized as a ministry. A model was 
developed for the ministry to set priorities and focus areas by which we 
would operate. As identified by its members, education and awareness 
of the human trafficking issue in our community became a primary 
focus of our ministry. This led to our primary mission in 2017—to 
educate ourselves. Much of 2017 was spent speaking to local, regional, 
and national agencies that have dedicated their existence to fighting 
the crime of human trafficking. Many contacts and relationships were 
built that provided a foundation on which Project Moses would begin 
to operate. 

2018
With a growing education into the complexities of both labor 

and sex trafficking, Project Moses was poised in 2018 to further our 
education by developing an outreach to our community. Our members 
were eager to begin an action-oriented ministry that provided some 
benefit to the survivors of human trafficking crimes. In an effort to 
broaden awareness in our parish and the community, Project Moses 
called on New Friends New Life (NFNL) to assist us with this task. 
The New Friends New Life organization is dedicated to restoring and 
empowering formerly trafficked teen girls and sexually exploited 
women. Through NFNL, Project Moses began this year cooking and 
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At this time of year, I always 
take a step back to look and 
marvel at what God has given 
us. It is truly awesome. We 
have so many stories out 
there (that no one knows 
about it seems) that are true 
expressions of human kindness 
and unconditional love.

Sharing these stories with 
others demonstrates first-hand 

how we are living by this prayer 
in our daily lives. Excessively often, all we hear 
about is the dark side of humanity. Our men’s 
ministry community represents the light of Jesus 
Christ. We should be exhibiting hope to others 
less fortunate than us.

Let us call upon every chapter director, 
assembly president, and diocesan coordinator to 
include one story. Yes! One story talking about our 
efforts to give back to our community what God 
has blessed us with so abundantly. We encourage 
you to give this story to your vestry for the annual 
parish gathering. These same stories would bolster 
your relationship with your diocesan bishop, too.

In our world today, we see so many persons 
who are angry, filled with despair, and 
hopelessness. We need to be a beacon of light 
in our parish community. We are no longer the 
best-kept secret in the church. Let us empower 
one another with personal stories of our struggles 
for justice and truth, let us confront one another 
without hatred or bitterness, and let us work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect.

Please consider being a part of our movement 
by example daily, sharing unconditional love for 
others. Your humble servant, 

President Jeff Butcher
jeff.butcher@brothersandrew.net

THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Jeff Butcher

Imparting Light and Hope
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DIRECTLY SPEAKING

“Promises, promises”

 By: Tom Welch, Executive Director

I’ve been Episcopalian long enough that I nearly 
break out in hives when asked to pray publicly 
unless it ’s from the Book of Common Prayer. After 
all, we like structure in this part of the vineyard 
of God. Extemporaneous prayer just goes against 
the grain. Yet, it was prayer that gave birth to this 
ministry, the Brotherhood, way back in 1883 at 
St. James Church in downtown Chicago. Prayer 
changes things.

A few years ago the mother of a friend and 
colleague was in a horrific automobile accident 
that should have killed her. My friend was simply 
devastated. His 
only sibling, a twin 
brother, lived in 
London so it was up 
to my friend and his 
daddy to wrestle with 
this life event on their 
own. His daddy was 
a U.S. Air Force pilot 
who had married a 
Japanese lady while 
he was stationed over 
there. In the accident, the lady had completely 
shattered her neck in five places. Were she to 
survive the first 30 days, she would be spending 
the rest of her life in a wheelchair. I lost count of 
how many surgeries she had in those first three 
weeks. The air in the office was so heavy. my 
friend was walking around like a zombie. I didn’t 
know what to do for him aside from pray for him.

As things got more and more precarious for 
his mother, my friend became more and more 
troubled. I kept talking to God about it. What 
could I do? One morning I was sitting at my desk. 
As I sat there arguing with God about reasons I 

shouldn’t go over and literally 
pray with him, I heard that 
“small still voice” Wesley wrote 
of so long ago. It literally said 
to me: “Tom, do you know with 
whom you are arguing? It’s me. 
God. I’ve got this. I will put the 
words in your mouth. Now, get 
up off your behind and start 
walking, I’ll take it from there.”

Recall Deuteronomy 30, 
verse 14: “But the word is very 

near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, 
so that you can do it.” Well, I began that walk of 
15 feet from my office to his office. In my mind 
it took 30 minutes as I argued and kicked and 
fussed every step of the way with—of all people—
God Almighty. I sat down in my friend’s office. 
We both looked silently at the beautiful view of 
the woods we both enjoyed for a moment, then 
I stupidly said: “Is your mother going to make 
it?” He turned around with a tear in his eye and 
said: “Tom, we’re not sure. What’s worse, I’ve 
never talked to mom about Christ and becoming a 
Christian like you and I are. She’s a Shinto. Out of 
respect to her I have never pushed it. But now, it ’s 
just ripping me apart. How can I live with myself if 
she doesn’t get through this? I’ve had the chance 
to talk about Jesus to her nearly my entire life but 
never did.”

Wow. How do you respond to that? Taking a 
deep breath, I looked at him and said: “May I pray 
with you?” With tears in his eyes he said: “Yes, 
please. I don’t think I can take this much longer.” 
Well beloved, pray I did. To this day I can’t tell you 
what I said or how long it took. What I can tell you 
being the child of an educator on one side and 
an English major on the other, it was in my best 
Southern English and I’m sure I ended no sentence 

Tom Welch

But the word is 
very near you. It 
is in your mouth 

and in your 
heart, so that 
you can do it.

Deuteronomy 30, verse 14

Excerpts from an address to Louisville, Kentucky, area Brothers 
on the Feast of St. Andrew services at St. Francis-in-the-Fields.

(Cintinued on page five).
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SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS - DALLAS, TX

serving meals for survivors. This food ministry has 
given our members a pastoral purpose and has 
proven to be a real benefit to those in need.

In addition to our relationship with New Friends 
New Life, Project Moses has become more involved in 
the North Texas Coalition Against Human Trafficking. 
As we expand our role in this organization, we have 
begun to establish additional relationships with the 
25+ member organizations of the Coalition. Through 
these relationships, Project Moses began to better 
understand the community needs and the opportunity 
for Saint Michael and All Angels to play a larger role 
as a leader in the fight against human trafficking. This 
inspired our work to develop a symposium in 2018 
to bring together a group of local, state, and national 
experts to educate and motivate our community. 

Fighting For Freedom
On Saturday, October 20, Saint Michael and All 

Angels, with the Project Moses Ministry, hosted 
the Dallas Symposium on Human Trafficking. Our 
objectives in hosting this symposium were to 
provide answers to three questions:
1. What is the human trafficking environment in 

our community?
2. What is our community currently doing to 

fight this crime?
3. What is needed to expand this fight and 

what can attendees do to get involved in our 
community efforts?

The Rev. Dr. Chris Girata welcomed the 
audience to Saint Michael and All Angels and 
began a great day of information sharing and 
inspiration to continue the fight against this 
crime. The Right Reverend George Sumner 
was present to address the crowd with a 
Dallas diocesan message and prayer. This was 
followed by a video message from Dallas City 
Councilwoman Jennifer S. Gates about the 
trafficking environment in our city. Two dynamic 
panel discussions followed. 

2019 and Beyond
Project Moses is proud of our accomplishments 

in 2018 and especially the hosting of our 
signature event, Fighting For Freedom. Although 

we are still developing our 2019 plans, we will 
expand our outreach to help survivors. From 
a 2018 schedule of cooking and serving six 
times, we will provide this service to survivors 
every month in 2019. As a ministry, we have 
assembled many volunteer opportunities and are 
in the process of prioritizing the needs and our 
capabilities as a group. Our goal as a ministry 
is to work more closely in the rehabilitation 
of survivors. These efforts require significant 
training in most cases, so much of 2019 will again 
be dedicated to education and training.

During our education, Project Moses has 
discovered the severe lack of facilities dedicated 
to the rehabilitation of trafficking survivors, 
especially youth. Our aspiration as a ministry 
is to become involved in a solution to this 
growing need. The continuing development of 
partnerships with organizations that are close to 
this issue is an immediate goal of Project Moses.
We want to help Saint Michael and All Angels 
become a leader in providing solutions for the 
care and rehabilitation of survivors.

An additional Project Moses plan in 2019 is 
to sponsor a pilot session of the Faith in Action 
tool kit developed by Shared Hope International. 
This tool kit provides materials to educate and 
activate groups against the evils of human 
trafficking. It is our plan to use our Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew Chapter as the initial session and 
then make this tool kit available for all U.S. 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapters. 

How Can I Help?
You can help Saint Michael and All Angels 

and Project Moses by joining our ministry and 
increasing your knowledge and awareness of 
the evils of human trafficking. Visit our page at 
www.saintmichael.org/projectmoses for more 
information and follow our plans to pursue our 
vision in this fight. 

Stay tuned to future editions of The Cross for 
more information on this exciting new program 
for our Chapters. 

(Continued from page one.)
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The Ballou High School Mission to Manhood 
program has been holding Power Sessions at 
Ballou High School since September 5, 2018. 
The program’s goal is to change the hearts and 
minds of 9th graders toward positive goals and 
outcomes. The twist is to use trained fathers,  
elders, and young men as a trusted supportive 
team, leading these young men to think right, talk 
right and walk right. This is accomplished by using 
the 100 Fathers Inc. nationally award- winning 
Boyhood to Manhood Rites of Passage training. 
The sessions are designed by Fatherhood Master 
Trainers to inspire behavioral and academic 
success in their families, their school, and their 
community.

The sessions are conducted over lunch 
provided by 100 Fathers Inc. and our collaborative 
partners. In our most recent session, The Our 
Savior Brotherhood of St. Andrew team provided 
a special lunch consisting of Uncle Roy's Mac and 
Cheese and barbecue chicken prepared by the 
Malone family chefs. The young men participated 
in a power session on Values and Respect. Their 

response was powerful, sincere, and nothing less 
than amazing.

The key to this success is certified trained 
fatherhood facilitators who practice touching 
lives with love, connection, engagement, 
and enlightenment, all designed to promote 
empowerment.

They are learning to practice manhood and 
scholarship in an uplifting way. The young men 
choose on their own to acknowledge God before 
each session. There are those who “talk the talk” 
but the Brotherhood has stepped up to help them 
“walk the walk” and the results are a blessing to 
all. 

This unique collaboration is an example of how 
the Brotherhood can lead by example, modeling 
Christ's unselfish love.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Supports Ballou 
High School Mission to Manhood

OUR SAVIOR EPISCOPAL CHURCH, WASHINGTON D.C.

Promises, promises (Continued from page three.)

with a preposition. When I said “Amen” my eyes were 
leaking. His eyes were leaking. Frankly, I was worn 
out; completely drained. He looked intently at me and 
said: “Tom thank you so much for thinking to pray 
for me. Everybody’s been praying for my mom. You 
are the first one who prayed just for me. Thank you 
so much. I have a peace I can’t explain.” His mother 
survived. 

Dear reader, I believe there is a hunger that 
stretches across the generations for connections 
just like I have shared with you. It’s not that hard, 
especially when you’ve spent time in God’s word and 
try to walk in His ways. I hope that for each of you; 
that connection with God so you can connect on a 
deeper level with others. Remember “our” hymn from 
the 1982 Hymnal #549 & #550? There’s a line “Jesus 

calls us by thy mercies, Savior may we hear that call. 
Give our hearts to thine obedience, serve and love 
Thee best of all.”

What does this story have to do with the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew or our namesake apostle? 
Maybe it is simply to share an example of how God 
can use the weakest vessels in His kingdom for 
His purpose if we but trust him. To all of us, but 
especially to those born after about 1985, remember 
there is always an incredible goodness working on 
your behalf. Trust that goodness all of your days.  My 
prayer for us is that during this Advent & Christmas 
season we all listen intently for that “small still voice” 
and let it lead you where you may never have been 
before. Hold on to that infant Hand of God as you 
walk. I promise you, PROMISE you, it will be okay.
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13th Annual Brotherhood BBQ 
Supports Children and Youth 

“I think we can have a better fund raiser 
with a BBQ,” Ray Jones said at a Christ Church, 
Pensacola, Brotherhood meeting thirteen years 
ago. Segue to this year—the 13th annual event on 
September 28 grossed over $10,000 and became 
not only a Brotherhood event but an entire parish 
event. Brothers worked beside parishioners, 
women and men, to prepare and serve 850 
meals, including 30 pork loins, also making 529 
deliveries. Three Brothers from the Holy Cross 
parish also offered valuable assistance and our 
rector and fellow Brother, the Rev. Michael 
Hoffman, served on the preparation line. It was all 
for Jesus.  

The proceeds of this event target two charities 
for children and will also support various activities 
such as the annual Episcopal youth mission trip 
and even provide funds for a new stove for the 
parish. The first year of the event raised over 
$1,000 for Wilmer Hall, a diocesan orphanage in 
operation since 1865.

Four years ago, June Linke, a Christ Church 
parishioner and board member, came to a 
Brotherhood meeting to introduce the chapter 
to Children in Crisis and request funds for this 
project. Children in Crisis began nearly 15 years 
ago as a project to provide safe housing for foster 
children. Sherilyn Darnell, a parishioner at St. 
Simon’s on the Sound, was appalled to learn 
that to accommodate children in foster homes, 
siblings frequently had to be separated. Darnell 

instituted a project to provide safe, clean housing 
with proper foster parents so siblings could stay 
together. This unique project in nearby Okaloosa 
County has grown to six foster houses and one 
additional house, for those over 18 years of age 
still in need of some support. Children in Crisis 
now has 12 foster parents and a 1.7 million dollar 
annual budget. Linke presented these impressive 
facts and added that 30% of the children in 
the system came from Escambia County, Christ 
Church’s home county. Enlightened, the Christ 
Church Brothers readily agreed to Dr. Linke’s 
request.    

It was after the Brotherhood adopted Children 
in Crisis that parish support for the BBQ gained 
more traction and became a parish-wide event. 
The Right Rev. Russell Kendrick, Bishop of the 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, began serving 
on the Children in Crisis Board.  He is a former 
parishioner of St. Simon’s and, as a Brother, serves 
on the Bishop’s Advisory Council of the National 
Brotherhood. 

This year, BBQ founder Ray Jones proudly gave 
Linke a check for $2,000 for Children in Crisis. 
Another check for $2,000 will go to Wilmer Hall.  
Did the chapter feel the wind of the Holy Spirit 
after they added a second charity to their BBQ 
proceeds?  “We think so,” said Gordon Peacock, 
Chapter Director. “We hope that our new chapter 
at St. Simon’s on the Sound will join us next year 
in a fund raiser 
and help support 
our annual pizza 
party for the 
children,” Don Mc 
Shan, Diocesan 
Coordinator, added.  
Brotherhood service 
can be contagious.

  

CHRIST CHURCH, PENSACOLA

T h i s  Y e a r ' s  G r i l l  Te a m
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1. Get out the 2019 calendar, get together with your 
Brothers, and really chart out your chapter year, 
month by month. Consider opportunities to connect 
with other activities or groups in your church. 
Evaluate how you might plan activities that reflect 
the liturgical calendar. Ponder groups that may be 
logical to partner with in your church, diocese, or 
community. Don't let 2019 get away from you before 
it even starts! Commit to good planning now.

2. New Year's Eve can be a lonely time for those who 
have perhaps lost a spouse or are not a part of 
a close relationship. Consider who you and your 
chapter Brothers could invite and include in some 
way. A simple soup supper or gathering at your 
home to ring in 2019 and introduce the Brotherhood 
would be a great, even fun, way to serve and build 
community while promoting your chapter and your 
commitment to a mentorship focus.

3. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day presents a good 
opportunity for your chapter to bring together 

persons from both 
your church and 
community to begin 
to discuss issues 
around racism. 
You can invite in 
a panel from your 
community to jump 
start the discussion 
or just have someone from your chapter moderate 
some conversation. Don't forget to share an advance 
announcement with your local media and on social 
media. Follow up with photos, too, that will help 
establish your chapter as a group that leads on this 
issue.

4. Super Bowl Sunday is known as the yearly apex for 
human trafficking activities in America. Consider 
having your chapter lead awareness of this issue 
that day with a planned church school presentation, 
bulletin insert, newsletter article, pew card, or other 
education and awareness activity.

THE  BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203
Louisville, KY 40202
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