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Leadership meets
with Presiding Bishop
By Jim Goodson

 NEW YORK – Reaching out to those 
born a� er 1980 was a main topic when 
Brotherhood leaders met with 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
May 8th. 
 Brotherhood President Jeff  Butcher 
and Execu� ve Director Tom Welch met 
with the Presiding Bishop at The Epis-
copal Church offi  ces on 815 Second Av-
enue.
 “To the best of our knowledge, it was 
the fi rst such mee� ng with the PB at his 
offi  ce with Brotherhood representa� ves 
since 1982,” President Butcher said.
 Presiding Bishop Curry is the fea-
tured speaker at the opening session July 
5th at the Brotherhood Triennial Con-
ven� on in Aus� n, Texas. The Episcopal 
Church’s General Conven� on is also in 
Aus� n July 2-13.
 The PB was excited to learn about 
the Brotherhood’s new ini� a� ves, espe-
cially in the areas of human traffi  cking 
and racial reconcilia� on. 
 “The Presiding Bishop is a long� me 
Brother and he’s interested in everything 
we do,” Brother Welch said. Presiding 
Bishop Curry joined the Brotherhood in 
1988 when he was rector at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Bal� more. His previous address to Broth-
ers was in Phoenix four years ago.
     He also wants us to return to our Honduras ministry, in 
keeping with ministries of the na� onal church.

     Just as Tom and Jeff  were 
leaving, Tom asked if they 
could pray for him. “Yes, 
please do,” the PB said. With 
the amen, our Brother Mi-
chael was simply beaming.
      President Butcher shared 
with the PB a list of seven can-
didate bishops; one for each 
of our seven ministries.
      “This is a great selec� on,” 
he said, and will be sending 
a le� er of invita� on to these 
seven bishops this month. 
These bishops will be an-
nounced later in the summer.
      In addi� on to mee� ng 
at “815,” Brothers Butcher 
and Welch kept to a busy 
agenda during their trip to the 
Northeast. They stayed at a 
diocesan retreat house on the 
Upper East Side of Manha� an. 
They also met with Brothers 
from Province II at St. John 
the Evangelist parish on Long 
Island with Brother and church 
member Roland Flowers. Tom 
also had mee� ngs with the 
execu� ve directors of Episco-

pal Forma and the Consor� um 
of Endowed Parishes (CEEP). 
 A� er mee� ng with the Brothers Butcher and Welch, Bish-
op Curry le�  for England to preach during services related to 
the royal wedding. 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Broth-

erhood Execu! ve Director Tom Welch 

go over the Brotherhood’s many ongo-

ing ministries May 8 in New York City.

                                                photo by Jeff  Butcher                         



 Dear God, do for me what I cannot do for myself.

 
 How o� en have you said something like that to your 
Living God?
 These are such challenging � mes for Chris� ans, 
our church, our na� on, our community, our parish and 
our families. Consequently, I have admi� ed, Lord I am 
powerless over this situa� on, I am giving it over to you.  
Lord in
your mercy, hear my prayer.
 On April 27-28, the Kentucky diocese sponsored 
a lecture series on Storytelling as Evangelism. Bishop 
Porter Taylor (re� red) from Ashville, North Carolina 
presented several very profound approaches. It quickly 
became apparent the subject was deep in his soul. He 
started by s� pula� ng that the “unchurched want to 
know if the Gospel is true.”
 The country has a tremendous amount of despair 
today. It reminds me of Pogo, a cartoon series when I 
was growing up. “We have met the enemy and it is us.”  
We are stuck in such a divisive state today. We do not 
know how to get out it. Demonizing those who disagree 
with us is nothing more than sinful.
 As soldiers for Jesus Christ, we must remember that 
He loved us all, regardless. Our vision for the future 
should create a percep� on that the men’s ministry 
community is a unifying force for the en� re Church. 
 In listening to Bishop Taylor, we have fallen into the 
basement. It is our own hell because we are stuck in 
one place, unable to move out. We should return to our 
roots as an evangelist in our local community. 
 Is the Gospel true in your life? Bishop Porter urged 
us to stop selling the Church but to promote the Good 
News of Christ Jesus in our life. How? Share your 
resurrec� on story with others.
   We need a Gra� tude Day for us to come together 

to give thanksgiving and praise to our Redeemer for 
blessings He has given us. These tes� monials are what 
the unchurched want hear from us. Such gra� tude can 
replace despair with hope.
   Dear God, do for me what I cannot do for myself.
 I just fi nished reading a book � tled What If God 

Wrote Your Bucket List?  
One segment was on 
grudges.  We all have them. 
Resentment is another 
term. I have to keep making 
amends praying for people 
who drive me crazy. God 
love them. They are part of 
our story. 
 Besides praying (BCP 
p. 816) for our enemies, 
Bishop,Porter off ered fi ve 
steps we could explore: 
forming story circles, 
public storytelling events, 
storytelling surrounding 
Scripture in Church, 
storytelling as a group 
spiritual director and 
thema� c programs with 
storytelling.
 Please consider these 
sugges� ons for moving 
us to the next level in our 

spiritual journey. We will give you Part II in the very near 
future. Carpe Diem!
 All roads lead to Aus� n this year. Come and see. 

 Brotherhood President Jeff  Butcher can be reached 

at jbutcher@brothersandrew.net.

President

Jeff rey Butcher
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When storytelling 
becomes evangelism

The men’s 
ministry

community 
should be
a unifying 
force for

the entire 
Church.
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DIRECTLY SPEAKING: A WORD FROM THE NATIONAL OFFICE

Execu� ve Director

Tom Welch

Who’s your cable guy?
 A few months back I fi nally got cable hooked up at my 
place in Louisville. It had been a pre� y full day and I wanted to 
see one of only two prime-� me network shows I really like to 
follow.
 I thought, “Well, I’m going to have to get cable then.” As 
I was on hold, my mind came back to the Prayer of St. Francis 
for a moment. For me, that prayer is very horizontal in mission 
versus ver� cal; meaning it urges us into ac� on to our le�  and 
right just where we are with those around us. Whereas, I’ve 
always thought the Lord’s Prayer was more ver� cal in pe� � on.
 As that was running around in my head I fi nally got a live 
person … and by God’s grace they were clearly from this hemi-
sphere and we could understand one another. What followed 
was truly remarkable. When I fi rst shared this story with some 
guys a few weeks later one of them said, “Tom, the Holy Spirit 
was working in you and you didn’t even know it.
 I thought, “Well that’s a good thing.”
 With nearly each ques� on the cable guy asked, I answered 
it, then asked a ques� on of my own; trying to create a dia-
logue instead of giving a customer service order. The cable guy 
asked the normal ques� ons in establishing any account, in-
cluding employer. When he completed that, he said we would 
have to hold a minute while the order was going through ac-
count verifi ca� on and background work. 
 A� er he asked about my employer, the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, he was looking at our website while we waited for the 
order to be completed. I asked: “Where do you go to church?” 
He said he hadn’t been to church in more than 25 years be-
cause he was mad at God. Without thinking I said, “Well, you 
know He’s not mad at you? What’s the story?”
 He paused
 “Well, I was Catholic and wanted to marry this Protestant 
and she wanted us to marry at my church,” he said. The priest 
refused to do so because she wasn’t Catholic. I got mad at him 
and told him not to look for me again in church if he couldn’t 
marry us.”
 In the moments to follow I learned his name, that he lived 
35 miles from the call center where he worked in upstate New 
York, that’s he’s 46, has been married 26 years and has six 
children. My reply was, “Wow. You have a full buff et.” He said, 
“What do you mean?”
 Here’s where it gets interes� ng.
 Without a thought I replied, “My guess is you have the 
one child you have always known would be the one to come 
see you in the nursing home to wipe the drool from your face, 

two that are living the “Normal Rock-
well” life, one good-hearted child who 
just keeps having a run in with the 
law because he thinks laws are more 
like “sugges� ons,” you have a special 
needs child and may have a child that 
came home one day to say: ‘Daddy, 
I’m gay. Will you s� ll love me? Can I s� ll come home to have 
dinner at your table?’ How did I do?”
 There was silence. I thought I had been disconnected then 
a trembling voice came back to say: “You were six for six.” 
Then just as spontaneously as before I said: “Tell me what you 
have learned about love and life from those last two.”
 I looked at the clock. Almost eight minutes later he was 
done.
 Alan then proceeded to tell me he had learned about what 
uncondi� onal love was all about, how hur� ul judging others 
without really knowing them can be, how bullying from two 
completely diff erent angles had been going on for so long un-
beknownst to him and how these two children have made him 
realize how blessed a man he really was. His remarks ended 
with: “I’m the luckiest guy in the world, I suppose.”
 I paused, then said: “Alan, that sounds like a great story 
to share in Sunday school one day. I hope you can fi nd a way 
in your heart to go back to church and do just that some� me. 
That’s an incredible story that needs to be heard again and 
again.”
 There was a long pause, then he said: “Mr. Welch, I may 
do just that. It’s been an honor to talk with you tonight. Thank 
you for listening.”
 I said the honor was all mine and just as quickly has he 
came into my life he went right back out.
 The point to this story is it made me realize how hungry 
people are to share a truly meaningful conversa� on with one 
another. This man had been mad at God for something one 
of his children, a priest, had chosen to say or do over 26 years 
ago. It took a total stranger in a random telephone call to take 
a moment to hear his story and turn how what was sha� ered 
and broken with God 26 years ago into something new and 
beau� ful.
 Who are the Cable Guys in your life? And what are you 
prepared to do about that?
 
 Brother Tom Welch is execu� ve director of the Brother-
hood and can be reached at tom.welch@brothersandrew.net.
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Use only our form 
to register and book 
your hotel room

• on page 5, or
• on www.brothersandrew.net

By Tom Welch

 Brothers, we have a contract with Em-
bassy Suites that we, the Brotherhood, get 
credit toward our contract “room nights” only 
if you book directly through us with the hotel 
registra� on form on our website and in the 
St. Andrew’s Cross on page 5.
 For us to meet our contract requirements 
with the hotel we, the Na� onal Offi  ce, must 
be the ones to book the Brotherhood mem-
bers and their guests to the Embassy Suites 
rather than a Brother booking it themselves.
 A few days ago we got a registra� on form 
and check from a Brother but no hotel reser-
va� on check. When I called he said,  “Well, 
I booked through the Hilton site so I could 
get points.” I asked what his total bill going 
to be. It was more than $60 more because of 
the taxes he was paying to get a few piddly 
points.
 Booking directly through the Brotherhood 
helps us meet our contract and saves the 
Brother money at the same � me. Please only 
use our reserva� on form. Thank you!
 Tom Welch is execu! ve director of the 

Brotherhood. He can be reached at tom.

welch@brothersandrew.net.

Episcopalians
invade Texas

By Jim Goodson

 It should be an exci� ng three days in July when the Broth-
erhood of St. Andrew Triennial and The Episcopal Church 
General Conven� on meet simultaneously in downtown Aus� n, 
Texas.
 Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry - a long-
� me Brother - will open the Brotherhood’s Conven� on on 
Thursday a# ernoon on July 5.
 “With all he has going on during the church’s General Con-
ven� on, it’s an honor for us to welcome the Presiding Bishop 
and hear from him at our Triennial,” Brotherhood President 
Jeff  Butcher said. “It shows how important he feels the Broth-
erhood is to The Episcopal Church.”
 In addi� on to the Presiding Bishop, two signifi cant speakers 
will also address Brothers.
 Forward Movement Execu� ve Director The Rev. Canon 
Sco'  Gunn will deliver the keynote address Friday night and 
The Rev. Ma'  Marino will lead a mentoring workshop Sat-
urday. He is associate rector and canon  for church plan� ng, 
youth and young adults at The Episcopal Church at St. John the 
Divine in Houston.
 “This is as strong a schedule of speakers we’ve ever had,” 
President Butcher said. “And that’s saying something.”
 Reports from all seven of the na� onal Brotherhood’s min-
istries will be delivered on opening day Thursday, July 5. They 
are Recovery, Scou� ng, Veterans, Restora� ve Jus� ce, Human 
Traffi  cking and Racial Reconcilia� on.
 The Triennial will be held at the Embassy Suites Arboretum.
 Addi� onal informa� on is available online at www.broth-
ersandrew.org, in the Spring 2018 and February 2018 edi� ons 
of the St. Andrew’s Cross (also savailable at www.brothersan-
drew.org).
 As of May 15, some 44 Brothers have registered and more 
are expected as the the conven� on approaches.
 Given the vast number of Episcopalians in downtown Aus-
� n that weekend, it should be an informa� ve and fun pair of 
events.
 
 Jim Goodson is editor of the St. Andrew’s Cross and can be 

reached at jimgoodson@aol.com.    

Two national events in downtown Austin
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SEND COMPLETED REGISTRATIONS TO: 
 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 302 Louisville, KY 40202 
PHONE (502) 450-5640 

WEBSITE: www.brothersandrew.net 

TRIENNIAL 2018  

July 5 - 7, 2018 
Embassy Suites Arboretum 

9505 Stonelake Blvd 

Austin, TX  78759 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________  Member / Chapter Number:  _________________  

Address:  _________________________________________  City: _______________________  State:  ____ Zip:  _____  

Telephone:  ________________________________  E-mail:  _________________________________________________  

Spouse/Guest [if attending]:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

REGISTRATION FEES:  Select the Registration Fee according to your participation (must be postmarked by May 25 

to be eligible for lower fee)   The fees below include registration fee and breakfast at the hotel each morning, dinner 

Thursday, lunch Friday, lunch and dinner Saturday as well as nightly reception as a hotel guest.  
 

 Quantity  Early Registration Fee Registration Fee Amount Owed 

  February 5 – May 25 May 26  – June 15  

Brotherhood Member Full 3 
Day Registration  

 $150.00 $175.00  

Seminarian & Student  $50.00 $50.00  

Guest/Spouse 3 Day    $80.00 $80.00  

Saturday ONLY  $80.00 $80.00  

TOTAL DUE    $ 

 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  Select the nights you will need a hotel room.  If you need additional nights that are not 

listed below, please contact us. The hotel requires 48 notice for cancellation; if less than 48 hours you will be 

responsible for 1st night.  The rates listed below are good 3 days before/after our convention. 

 

 Quantity Single 
Room  

Double Room  Amount Owed 

Wednesday, July 4  $153.00 $164.00  

Thursday, July 5  $153.00 $164.00  

Friday, July 6  $153.00 $164.00  

Saturday, July 7  $153.00 $164.00  

TOTAL DUE    $ 

PAYMENT INFORMATION: 

In order to avoid state tax of 6.5%, hotel reservations must be made directly with the Brotherhood The only form 
of payment for both the hotel and conference registration is with a check payable to “The Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew” Credit cards will not be accepted.  

 

FLIGHT and TRAVEL:  Austin’s airport is Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (IATA code AUS).  From 
airport to the hotel use SuperShuttle.  
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2018 NATIONAL TRIENNIAL CONVENTION IN AUSTIN, TEXAS       AGENDA, SPEAKERS

Revised as of March 23, 2018

Thursday July 5
9 am - Noon Board mee� ng

10 am - 2 pm Registra� on

2 -3 pm General Conven� on Session

  I    Call to order

  II   Prayers

  III  Role call and minutes

  IV  President’s address

  V   Proposed revisions

3 - 3:45 pm Presiding Bishop’s address

3:45 - 4 pm Break

4 - 5:45 pm Reports of the Seven Ministries

  I   Recovery

  II  Scou� ng

  III Veterans

  IV  Discipleship/Mentoring

  Break

  V  Restora� ve Jus� ce

  VI Human Traffi  cking

  VII Racial Reconcilia� on

5:45 - 6 pm Card Swap (bring a stack of 30-plus 

  business cards)

6 - 6:30 pm Social hour 

6:30 - 8 pm Supper and Compline

Friday, July 6
6 - 8:30 am Full breakfast

8:45 - 9: 45 am Morning Prayer (8:30 am)

  Episcopal Church Founda� on

  Cons� tu� on, Budget and Bylaws   

  discussion

9: 45 - 10 am Break

10 - 10:30 am Budget presenta� on

10:30-11:45 am Elec� on of offi  cers,

  vo� ng on business ma" ers

11:45 am - 1:15 pm Noonday Prayers, lunch and

  execu� ve director’s address

1:15 - 1:45 pm Break

1:45 - 2:15 pm Let’s Stop Whispering

  About It: Evangelism

2:15 - 2:25 pm Break

2:25 - 3:25 pm Workshops (two being held concurrently,  

  register at check-in Thursday).   

3:25 - 3:35 pm Break

3:35 - 4:35 pm Workshops (two being held concurrently,  

  register at check-in Thursday).

5:30 - 6:45 pm Social hour

7 - 8:45 pm Banquet and Keynote Address

  by The Rev. Canon Sco"  Gunn,

  Forward Movement

Saturday, July 7
6:30 - 8:30 am Full breakfast

9 am - noon Morning prayer (8:30 am)

  Mentoring workshop and  

  discussion facilitated by   

  The Rev. Ma"  Marino,

  Associate Rector,

  St. John The Divine, Houston.

Noon - 1:30 pm Lunch

1:30 - 3:30 pm Bunisess session (if needed)

6 - 9 pm Banquet

  and Entertainment hosted  

  by the Episcopal Diocese of Texas  

  for all with General Conven� on

Guest speakers

 The Rev. Ma"  Marino is associate 

rector for mission, outreach, evangelism 

and young professionals at The Episcopal 

Church of St. John the Divine in Houston. 

Prior to that, he was vicar of a mul� -ethic 

church plant on Phoenix and canon for 

youth and youth adults in The Episcopal 

Diocese of Arizona. He has worked with 

young adults in mentoring se�  ngs for 30 

years.

 

                                          

    

      The Rev. Canon Sco"  Gunn is execu-

� ve director of Forward Movenent, a 

ministry of The Episcopal Church focused 

on inspiring disciples amd empowering 

evangelists. Forward Movement’s fl ah-

ship devo� onal Forward Day by Day is 

read by Anglicans around the globe. He 

has served as a parish priest priest in 

Rhode Island and, prior to that, as a tech-

nical leader in non-profi t and commercial 

organiza� ons. He was educated at Lu-

ther College, Berkeley Divinity School 

at Yale and Brown University. You can 

follow him on Twi# er (@sco# agunn) or 

read his blog at sevenwholedays.org.  

The Rev.

Ma"  Marino

The Rev.

Canon

Sco"  Gunn



By Dick Hooper

 PENSACOLA, Florida - Fi� een men from fi ve 
parishes gathered at Camp Beckwith, the camp 
and conference center for the Episcopal Diocese 
of the Central Gulf Coast, on April 20-21 to paint 
and do carpentry projects on two dwellings.
 The work project was sponsored by the Holy 
Cross and Christ Church chapters, the two chap-
ters of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew in the 
diocese, in conjunc� on with the Brotherhood’s 
Na� onal Service Day.
 This is the fi � h such work project done by 
the Brotherhood at the camp and the third an-
nual done in conjunc� on with Na� onal Sevice 
Day. 
 Holy Cross chapter director and former 
Kingdom Builder of the Month Warren Jerrems 
organized this year’s event which was also sup-
ported by Christ Church chapter director Gor-
don Peacock.
 Why the focus on Beckwith?
 “Beckwith is a treasure available for all of us 
in the Diocese to share,” said Leo Cyr, a par� ci-
pant from St. Francis of Assisi in Gulf Breeze.
 Last year, 900 youth campers spent a week 
there and 6,000 adults a� ended retreats.  Beck-
with has also hosted Cursillo for 40 years and 
much, much more.  Camp Beckwith is in con-
stant service to our diocese.  With such heavy 
traffi  c, even ‘God’s front yard’ needs some occa-
sional TLC.
 “Warren (Jerrems) is so incredibly organized 
that I could hardly describe our work as diffi  -
cult,” Brother Cyr said.
 “Our instruc� ons were precise and we were 
each encouraged to work at our own pace. That 
combina� on produced incredibly posi� ve re-
sults. And we each le�  to the eff usive gra� tude 
of Eleanor Reeves, the Camp’s Execu� ve Direc-
tor, and her staff .  We made a diff erence!”
 This important real estate began as Bishop 

(of Alabama) 
C.M. Beck-
with’s very 
rus� c fi shing 
camp in Bald-
win County 
Alabama. 
Ninety years 
ago his heirs 
donated the 
40-acre tract 
to the church.
 Genera� ons of young men and women have 
contributed their � me, energy and fortune to 
turn this diamond-in-the-rough into the impor-
tant facility the diocese owns today. It has been 
described as a beau� ful retreat, spiritual sanctu-
ary and God’s front yard.
 Brother Cyr likes a metaphor for Beckwith: 
“It is the glue which holds our diocese together 
and brings us together to pray, work and learn.”
 Par� cipa� ng in the work project were Christ 
Episcopal Church Brothers Dwight Babcock, 
John Hendrix, Al Marre� a, John Ma� hews and 
Dean Prestwood.
 At-large Brothers affi  liated with this chap-
ter are John Griffi  ng from St. Francis’ Episcopal 
Church in Gulf Breeze, Florida and Gordon Pea-
cock from St. John’s Episcopal Church in Warren-
ton, Florida.
 John Bossa, Art Harrison, Jerry Holzworth, 
Craig Iverson and Warren Jerrems are Brothers 
who came from Holy Cross Episcopal Church in 
Pensacola.
 Other men who par� cipated are Leo Cyr 
and Jay Smith, both from St. Francis’ Episcopal 
Church, and Charlie Roose from St. Christo-
pher’s Episcopal Church in Pensacola.

 Na� onal Council chairman Dick Hooper can 

be reached at wihoop@cox.net.

NATIONAL SERVICE DAY
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Brothers burnish Beckwith
Camp is ‘the glue that holds the diocese together’

National Service Day

projects upgrade the

diocesan retreat 

center used by some 

600 youth and 6,000 

adults annually. 



NATIONAL SERVICE DAY, NAVAJOLAND PROJECT

By Bob Dennis

 BROOKLYN – Fi� y-three men, women and young 

people made extensive repairs to St Philip’s Episcopal 

Church in Dyker Heights on Na� onal Service Day April 

20. 

 The Na� onal Service Day projects included removing 

30 cubic yards of debris from the sacristy, the rectory, 

the restroom areas that also received extensive renova-

� ons and other materials needing dispersal.

 The NSD volunteers performed extensive gardening 

and landscaping projects as well as spreading 52 bags-

full of mulch throughout the church grounds. Flowers 

were planted in garden areas.

 The en� re church and its offi  ce space was cleaned 

and items no longer in use were discarded.

 Sidewalks and garage areas were swept cleaned.

 And two air condi� oners were installed in the con-

ference room and the offi  ce room.

An overhaul in Brooklyn

Some of the 53 St. Phillips Episcopal Church parishioners and friends who worked at the church 
on Na! onal Service Day, the largest in the church’s three-year history of NSD projects.

The Brotherhood’s new and perhaps fi rst coordinator to the Episcopal 

Diocese of the Navajoland is Brother Ira Phillips. He wants Brothers to 

know The Navajoland Area Mission is commi# ed to fi xing up one of 

its historic buildings in Farmington, New Mexico, as a labor of love. It 

would be easier and cheaper simply to demolish the 1922 structure, 

but this is no ordinary building. It originally served as an Episcopal hos-

pital catering to the Navajo people. Genera! ons of Navajo were born 

and treated at the hospital un! l it closed about 50 years ago. If any 

Brothers are interested in contribu! ng to the project contact Brother 

Phillips at  elmcreek@hotmail.com.                                                           - 

                                                                                                         - Jim Goodson
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 Editor’s note - A short version of 

the following story was published in 

the Spring 2018 St. Andrew’s Cross. 

Here is the complete story:

By Jim Goodson

 DALLAS - Brotherhood Vice President 

Ed Davis put forth that hypothesis 

March 3 during a regional Brotherhood 

conference at the Episcopal Church of the 

Incarna� on here.
 “We prize men ge�  ng together 
with other men to be proac� ve in this 
increasingly broken world,” Brother Davis 
said. “We off er a � ght circle of friends in 
which men can learn how to heal broken 
rela� onships both for themselves and, 
ul� mately, others. This is a tremendous 
selling point for the Brotherhood.
 “One of our parishioners complained 
to me that he ‘was around women all the 
day.’ I told him the benefi ts of becoming 
a Brother. And he did. There’s no telling 
how much prayer, study and service have 
accomplished in this world since 1883 
(when the Brotherhood was founded).”
 Brother Davis is Vice President of 
Restora� ve Jus� ce for the Brotherhood 
as well as The Episcopal Diocese of Texas. 
The Dallas na� ve leads programs to 
enhance the spiritual life of inmates and 
their families and directs a yearly camp 
for children of the incarcerated. He assists 
with prisoner re-entry and par� cipates 
with other ministries that focus on 
assistance to the newly-released and 
inmate families.
 “I’ve got more friends inside than 
outside,” he jokes.
 “We try to relate to each other in 
the image of God,” he says. “ He off ered 
several passages from the Bible that teach 
us to do so, including Ma� hew 25-36 and 
Psalms 89 and 97.
 “And we all know the great 
commandment that instructs to “love our 
neighborhood as well as ourselves.”
 He pointedly asked the 52 Brothers 
at the conference, “What are you doing in 
your chapters? Judging by what Brothers 
have told me today, I’d say ‘a lot.’ I’ve 
already learned a couple of things here 

today.”
 He described a ministry his chapter at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church undertook 
in Huntsville, Texas.
 “Three or four 
months ago we 
adopted a school that 
off ered an alterna� ve 
learning environment 
for children from 
families that had 
li� le enrichment 
opportuni� es at 
home. This school 
had no books or 
library. Everything 
was done 
on computers. Well, the Internet is 
wonderful but when  you access it you 
have to have a specifi c target to look for.
 “These were children who had no 
idea what Africa is. So they are not going 
to google Africa. Within two weeks our 
Brotherhood chapter raised 600 books for 
this school, with more to come. It’s not 
rocket science. You see a need and you 
respond. There is an awful lot we can do.”
 He recommended that Brothers 
wishing to become involved in restora� ve 
jus� ce contact their local Kairos ministry.
 “It’s the largest prison ministry in 
the world,” he said. “It sprung from an 
a� empt to bring Cursillo into prisons. You 
don’t have to go it alone. Kairos could 
used you and they will teach you what to 
do.”
 No place needs prison ministry than 
Texas, Brother Davis said.
 “In 1990 Texas had 24 prisons. Now 
we have 112,” he said. “We have more 
prisons in this state than the 30 countries 
in Europe. We can hardly fund public 
educa� on but we con� nue to grow 
prisons.”
 Ge�  ng involved with Kairos will allow 
you to become a mentor and friend to 
someone inside, Brother Davis said.
 “You can change someone’s world – 
and therefore the en� re world – by one   
simple ac� on,” he said.

 Contact Brother Ed Davis by calling 

800-318-4452.

Restorative justice,
not more prisons

Dr. Ed Davis 

Jerry Balcom 
the subject

of new book
By Jim Goodson

 A book about long-� me Brother and 

former president Jerry Balcom has been 

published and is now for sale.

 Because It Takes a Life! me tells 

Brother Balcom’s personal story as a 

member of the U.S. Air Force during 

the Korean War, working in civil service, 

marrying Elaine and accep� ng Jesus 

Christ as his Savior during a Brotherhood 

Na� onal Council mee� ng in 1970 in New 

Orleans.

 “Witnessing the joyful singing and 

the love of Jesus displayed by the Broth-

ers made me realize something was 

missing from my own rela� onship with 

Jesus,” Brother Balcom says. “Kneeling 

by our bed in the hotel room, my wife 

and I gave our lives to Christ.”

 The book was wri� en by Brother 

Balcom’s niece Linda Balcom Fellers, a 

published author. Even though they are 

a genera� on apart, she has wri� en the 

book to be read by all.

 You can view a synopsis of Because 

It Takes a Life! me on YouTube. In addi-

� on to Barnes and Noble bookstores, the 

book is available at Amazon.com and the 

Apple ITunes store.
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