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Scouts, Brothers 
strengthen bond

 • Jeff  Butcher column, page 2
 • Agreement leads to ac" on, page 8
 • Memorandum of Understanding,               
page 9

 By Jim Goodson

 IRVING, Texas - Boy Scouts of America 
Chief Scout Execu" ve Michael Surbaugh, 
le# , and Brotherhood of St. Andrew Presi-
dent Jeff  Butcher shake hands a# er signing 
a Memorandum of Understanding betwen 
the two organiza" ons, right.
  The agreement is designed to increase 
Brotherhood par" cipa" on in Scou" ng and 
to create more Scout units in Episcopal and 
Anglican churches.
 It’s the fi rst restatement of support 
between the two organiza" ons since Presi-
dent Teddy Roosevelt signed the original ar-
" cles of incorpora" on for both the Brother-
hood (1908) and the Boy Scouts of America 
(1910).
 “Scou" ng is a ministry focus for the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew,” President Jeff  
Butcher said. “Providing mentors for Scouts 
and crea" ng more Scou" ng units will help 
us raise up the next genera" on of young 
men in the Anglican community.” 



A REPORT FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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President

Jeff  Butcher

 On October 17, I took a real trip down memory lane 

when the Brotherhood signed a Memorandum of Un-

derstanding with the Boy Scouts of America.

 My Scou� ng experience began in 1957 in Mantua, 

Ohio.

 My dad Charles K. 

Butcher was our new 

Scout master. Scou� ng 

gave my dad and I quality 

� me together.  I learned 

to fi sh, hunt, camp out 

underneath the stars, � e 

knots ... the list goes on 

and on.

 I remember being 

driven 15 miles from 

Mantua to Ravenna to 

Grace Episcopal Church, 

our home parish, for sev-

eral weeks un� l I secured 

the God and Country 

Award. Dad was ever so 

proud.

 My Scou� ng hight-

light was the 1960 World 

Jamboree in Colorado 

Springs. Mom died Feb-

ruary 2001. Cleaning out 

her prized possessions 

uncovered my World 

Jamboree T-shirt and 

Philmont pocket emblem. Our move to Palme� o-Bra-

denton Florida saw an end to my Scou� ng just six merit 

badges away from being an Eagle Scout.

 Dad stayed very ac� ve in Boy Scouts, receiving the 

St. Georges’s Award in August 2000 from Presiding Bish-

op Frank T. Griswold. He was a Brotherhood member, 

too, at his passing in December 30, 2001.

 Boy Scouts builds character. It also helped ins� ll spir-

itual values which I hold to this day.

 It was a most humbling experience for me to sign 

this historic document. God blessed me with a solid 

male role model in my life. Dad was not perfect but he 

loved me very much and was 

always there for me, too.

      Today the Church helps 

charter 1,953 Scou� ng units. 

This means we have an op-

portunity to ins� ll spiritual 

values for more than 37,000 

young men. How many 

of these young men do 

not have a good male role 

model? The amount could 

surprise you considering 

the fact that more than half 

of American children today 

have encountered a divorce.

      These young men could 

become Brotherhood mem-

bers down the road. Another 

side of this, are the 15,050 

volunteers who are out there 

suppor� ng the local unit. 

Would it also make sense for 

us to be building rela� on-

ships with these men?

      The Scou� ng program is 

a place where we can make 

a diff erence by displaying our 

spiritual beliefs through ac� ve involvement.

 “Truly I say to you as you did it to one of the least of 

these you did it to me.” (Ma� hew 25:40)

 Brotherhood President Jeff  Butcher can be reached 

at jeff .butcher@brothersandrew.net.

Scout signing spurs 
wonderful memories

Brotherhood President Jeff  Butcher, right, and Boy 

Scouts of America Chief Scout Execu! ve Michael Sur-

baugh sign a Memorandum of Understanding Oct. 17 in 

Dallas. As the two affi  xed their signatures, above, Broth-

er Butcher told Mr. Surbaugh about the St. George’s 

Award received by Charles K. Butcher in 2000 from Epis-

copal Church Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold.  



 The Boy Scout motto is “Be prepared,” but how does 
that relate to our Discipline of Study?
 It does for me and it is a life-long endeavor, whether 
in my former career, my church and family, and anywhere 
else in my life today.
 Being prepared for an opportunity to evangelize, to 
spread the Word and to lead people, especially men into 
a growing relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. This is our 
mission and ministry 
in the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew.
 From Acts 8:27-
31: So (Philip) started 
out and he met the 
treasurer of Ethiopia, 
a eunuch of great 
authority under the 
Kandake, the queen 
of Ethiopia. The 
eunuch had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship. 
And he was now 
returning. Seated in 
his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and 
walk along the carriage.” Philip ran over and heard the 
man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” The man replied, 
“How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged 
Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.
 The portion of the verse, “How can I, unless someone 
instructs me?” is profound for me because it expresses an 
action I want to continually grow towards spiritual maturity 
for the rest of my life. Consider being a mentor, being 
willing to be mentored, and sharing your growth prospects 
with your chapter members. Finally, you may have an 
opportunity to lead a study group outside of your chapter, 
as I have had the pleasure of facilitating. It is so rewarding 
to see how folks become transformed spiritually!
 I never realized years ago that “being prepared” would 
be a mission for me to the extent that it is today. I enjoy 
researching materials for group study that require a full 
commitment from the attendees - both for my chapter 
members (men), and for my study group which includes 
 women. There are so many websites, and available 
resources that anyone can access. Some are free and 

other materials will cost you, but are worth it.
 Rick Warren of Saddleback Resources, Man in 
the Mirror Ministries, and of course your Bible will be 
invaluable tools to use to lead your study group.
 I use videos in my study group from Rick Warren, and 
have used Man in the Mirror videos for my chapter study. 
The resources are well organized, are relevant today, 
have questions for group discussions afterwards, and 

keep you focused. 
We as a ministry to 
men, have much 
work to do in the 
world today, as 
more people are 
not affi  liated with a 
church, were once 
and have left, or 
possibly did not 
have a small group 
ministry to join in that 
parish. They may not 
have been invited to 
join one!
 Being a facilitator 

requires you to “be prepared” for each session. Being 
prepared will make a major diff erence in your quality time 
observing our Three Disciplines and will open you up to 
new topics that you can explore for yourself, your chapter 
and your group.  I am excited about experiencing new 
challenges, learning new approaches to ministering to 
men and transforming the hearts of the folks I study with.
 It just doesn’t get any better!
 My memories of Scouting are still with me today and 
I remember the Scout slogan, “Do a good turn daily.”  As 
you read this article, I hope that if you are not leading 
a group, you might consider performing this worthwhile 
ministry. We have much to prepare for, much to pray for, 
much to study for, and much work in service as we lead 
people to Christ.
 Express your study ideas to your chapters, in your 
small groups, and in your parish, and consult with your 
clergy. Do a “good turn” and be a force for ministry to men.

 Be bold and courageous. Joshua 1:9.

 Former president and current treasurer Robert 
Dennis can be reached at rdennis4@nyc.rr.com. 
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REPORTS FROM OUR ANGLICAN CHAPTERS

Are you prepared?

“
The portion of the verse, ‘How can I, 
unless someone instructs me?’ is
profound because it expresses an
action I want to continually grow

towards spiritual maturity
for the rest of my life.

Robert Dennis
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ST. ALBAN’S ANGLICAN PARISH

By Ross Menger

 ARLINGTON, Texas - The Brotherhood at Saint Alban’s 
Anglican Parish meets on the second Saturday of each 
month.
 Typically, we have about a dozen members mee� ng for 
breakfast, prayer, study and chapter business discussions. 
Our chapter is very ac� ve in parish ac� vi� es, outreach and 
evangelism. 
 The chapter hosts two or three social and fundraising 
events annually which typically include an Oktoberfest and 
a Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.
 This year we also held a barbecue and bingo event in 
the Spring and a Men’s Night Out every couple of months, 
which features a cookout, fellowship and which serves to 

St. Alban’s Anglican Parish in Arlington, Texas.

A busy Texas chapter

con� nued on page 5

Brothers off er parish barbecue, books, evangelism training

Brothers at Saint Alban’s Anglican Parish: on the front 

row are, from le! , Keith Higham, Joe Lundy, Michael 
Clark and Mike Kennemer. On the second row are Ben 
Doerge, Ross Menger, Tommy Lawley and Steve Alt-
man. On the top row are Pete Haagen, Charles Pa" on 
and Bob Yarger. Not pictured are Lenny Tieman, Frank 
Salazar, Tim Cox, Phil Jarvis, Bill Ehrie and rector The 
Rev.  Edward Kresowaty.



ST. ALBAN’S ANGLICAN PARISH
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encourage new members to 
see what we’re about.
 We have used chapter 
funds primarily for outreach to 
support our parish youth, the 
parish music program, our lo-
cal women’s shelter and our 
companion diocese in Northern 
Malawi. This year we hosted a 
lemonade stand at the annual 
parish picnic to help raise funds 
for Re�  Syndrome.
 Our study projects alternate 
between books on evangelism, 
the church and Scripture stud-
ies. Most recently, we are fi n-
ishing a study of The Rev. Law-
rence Bausch’s book The Con-

version of the Irish.  Fr. Bausch, 
rector of Holy Trinity Church in 
San Diego, recently was a guest 
speaker at our parish.
 Last year our Brotherhood 
chapter hosted a TELET evan-
gelism training workshop at our 
parish. The Epicsopal Lay Evan-
gelism Training was conducted 
by our diocesan evangelism 
commi� ee.
 Since then we have con! n-
ued monthly or bi-monthly follow-up sessions (known 
as Two-By-Two) to con! nue the evangelism training 
eff ort. These events include prayer, Scripture study, 
tes! monies, evangelism skill reviews, guest speakers, 
snacks and refreshments.
 This endeavor has been very well received and 
seems a perfect fi t for the Brotherhood charter.

 We look forward to con! nuing to fulfi ll the char-
ter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew in helping to 
further the spread Christ’s kingdom among men and 
youth.

 Ross Menger is chapter director at St. Alban’s An-

glican Parish in Arlington, Texas. He can be reached 

at: R_Menger@msn.com.

con� nued from page 4

Brothers resurface a playground at St. Alban’s Anglican Parish in Arlington, 
Texas. Chapter members also conducted The Episcopal Lay Evangelism Training 
program for their fellow parishioners, among many projects both within and 
outside the church.

Chapter conducts 
evangelism training
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CHAPTER’S RAMPS USUALLY HELP DISABLED PEOPLE

 SAN AUGUSTINE, Florida - On 
May 24, 10 members of Trinity Epis-
copal Church’s Ramp Squad gathered 
to build another handicap ramp. It is 
their 220th ramp.
 This vision of community service 
to those needing a helping hand 
began in October of 1997 when the 
church’s Brotherhood chapter con-
structed the ramp in associa� on with 
St. John’s Housing Partnership.
 The Brotherhood provided the 
labor for this new handicap ramp at 
the St. John’s Ecumenical Ministries 
Food Pantry. The project included 
removing the old ramp and deck and 
then construc� ng a new safe walk-
way for those needing access to the 
local food distribu� on center.
 The St. John’s Ecumenical Min-
istries Food Pantry, a distribu� on 
center for United States Department 
of  Agriculture Food, also promotes 
awareness of local hunger issues and 
off ers emergency food assistance to 
residents of St. John’s County.

Members of the Trinity Episcopal Parish Ramp Squad completed 
their 220th ramp May 24 when they constructed a ramp for St. 
John’s Episcopal Minisries, which distributes United States Depart-
ment Agriculture food to residents of the St. John’s Housing Part-
nership. From le!  are Brian Kelleher, Tom Simpson, Rich Nowell, 
Pete Kaulback, Charles Bean, Cody and Jack Daly of St. John’s Hous-
ing Partnership.

Brothers build 220th ramp
This one will help housing recipients receive food

By Jeff  Butcher

 James Ware is our new na� onal sacristan.
 President Jeff  Butcher swore in Brother Ware Oct. 8  
as the new na� onal sacristan, an offi  ce that hasn’t been 
fi lled in many years.
 Brother Ware and his wife Cindi are vergers at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Lexington, KY.  
 We have two new vice-presidents in new posi� ons.  
Ira Phillips is vice president for program development 

overseeing Scou� ng, veterans, restora� ve jus� ce, dis-
cipleship, mentoring and recovery programs.
 The other new VP is Dr. Richard Medlock, who will 
emphasize major gi# ing through the endowment fund 
development.
 Both Brothers Medlock and Phillips are from Okla-
homa.
 We have also added two new vice presidents in Oc-
tober.

New sacristan, vice-presidents are named
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Golf, chili, scholarships

 By Jim Goodson

 FRIENDSWOOD, Texas - More than 

140 players competed in the diocesan-

wide eighth annual Brotherhood Golf 

Tournament this summer.

 The event ne� ed more than $22,000, 
to be used to fund many outreach proj-
ects that include Camp Good News, Posi-
� ve Black Males, Lord of the Streets, Trin-
ity House in Aus� n, Seafarer’s Ministries, 
St. Timothy’s Inside The Walls retreat, 
Saint Vincent’s House and two $2,000 
scholarships for gradua� ng seniors.
 In other news from the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Texas, Brothers at Good Shepherd 
Episcopal Church report that its third an-
nual chili cook-off  was a roaring success. 
Eight teams par� cipated and each off ered 
“wonderful recipes,” according to rector 
The Rev. Geoff rey Gwynne.
 The winning teams were Bre�  Schnur, 
Jay Spenser and Nancy Oldroyd. Many 
who a� ended bought chili to take home.
 The chili cook-off  drew a large crowd, 
as did the accompanying Roy Klusendorf 
Horse Shoe Tournament.
 This year’s event also welcomed the 
addi� on of the Bob Baker Washers event.
 Good Shepherd Brothers smoke meat 
three separate � mes per year. They 
smoke hams at Easter, chicken and ribs to 
celebrate Labor Day and cook turkeys at Thanksgiving.
 Besides the joy experienced by the consumer, the 
cookouts provide tremendous fellowship for the teams 
doing the cooking. The Brotherhood also split up some 
big, old oak logs  which parishioners bought up for fi re-
wood.
 Improvements were also made to the cooking shed, 
which parishioners call the Cathedral of Smoke. An 

electrical contractor was hired to install new lights and 
for “a very good price,” according to The Rev. Gwynne. 
Now, Brothers can cook into the wee hours of the night.
 Brother Brandon Frawley graciously installed a ceil-
ing fan which will bring welcome relief in the warmer 
weather.
 
 Jim Goodson can be reached at jimgoodson@aol.

com.

On April 26, 2015, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew chapter at Good Shep-
herd Episcopal Church in Friendswood, Texas presented Jacob Gwynne with 
a $2,000 scholarship to Concordia University in Georgetown, Texas. 

Seven ministries receive $18,000, 
two students receive $2,000 scholarships



By Jim Goodson

 IRVING, Texas - A series of ac� on items will fl ow between the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew and the Boy Scouts of America a� er the 

Oct. 17 signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the 

long� me-linked organiza� ons.

 Chief Scout Execu� ve Michael Surbaugh and Brotherhood 

President Jeff  Butcher signed the seven-paragraph document during 

a quarterly mee� ng of Scou� ng staff ers and volunteer leaders held at 

the North DFW Airport Marrio�  near the Irving, Texas headquarters 

of the Boy Scouts of America.

 “This document pledges the Brotherhood to take several steps to 

strengthen our support of Scou� ng,” President Butcher said.

 The signing took place a� er a mee� ng of the Boy Scouts of 

America Religious Rela� ons Support Commi� ee, when faith groups 

from Protestant, Catholic and Jewish churches and synagogues described their ac� on plans to support Scou� ng in 2017.

 “We now have a formal seat at the table, along with other denomina� ons,” President Butcher said.

 The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was cra� ed by Brotherhood Vice President for Mentoring Ed Milbrada and BSA 

execu� ve Gene Butler. Brother Milbrada is a long� me Scout Pack Leader and advocate for the 106 year-old organiza� on that 

serves 2,004,713 young men and women in fi ve diff erent Scou� ng programs in the U.S. (about 41 million worldwide).

 The fi rst new ac� on item has been created – a handsome edi� on of the New Testament With Psalms to be used at future 

Scou� ng jamborees and conclaves. The Brotherhood joined Bap� st, Catholic, Lutheran and Churches of Christ denomina� ons to 

sponsor the publica� on.

 Other projects include new brochures, annual training sessions, chapter involvement in every Scou� ng unit a� ached to an 

Episcopal church and Brothers serving as mentors in the God and Country programs undertaken by Episcopal Scouts.
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SCOUTS, BROTHERS STRENGTHEN TIES

Scouting statistics
Sept. 2016       Total Youth       Total Adults      Total Units
Episcopal                          36,797                   15,050                1,953

Total BSA                     1,976,935                814,933              93,860

Sept. 2015     Total Youth       Total Adults      Total Units
Episcopal                          36,931                   15,290                1.179

Total BSA                     2,004,713                 845,373             96,134

Membership by denomination
Latter Day Saints       427,655
Methodist      297,081
Catholic  206,692
Presbyterian    96,044
Lutheran    91,087
Baptist             52,190
Episcopal    36,797

                                                                  - Brother Ed Milbrada

The Brotherhood 
shield is presented 
on the back cover of 
the New Testament 
With Psalms edi! on 
to be used at upcom-
ing Boy Scouts of 
America jamborees 
and other events.

New agreement, plans
Memorandum of Understanding off ers opportunities
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SCOUTS, BROTHERS STRENGTHEN TIES



By Jim Goodson

 MONTGOMERY, Alabama – Brothers 
at the Episcopal Church of the Ascension 
are digging in the dirt to produce food for 
hungry people in their state.
 “The Alabama agricultural commis-
sioner is a member of our chapter,” Broth-
er Jerry Baxley says. “He got us enthused 
about the real need to produce real food 
for hungry people in Alabama.”
 Commissioner John McMillan ar-
ranged for Brothers to lease a quarter of 
an acre to produce enough collard greens 
to feed 1,200 people with one plan� ng. 

Brothers think they can produce three 

plan� ngs per year - a total of 2,500 plants 

harvested in three phases.

 Collard greens are excellent sources 

(20 percent or higher of daily value) of 

vitamins A, C, K and manganese and mod-

erate sources of calcium and vitamin B6. A 

100 gram serving of cooked collard greens 

provides 33 calories, is 90 percent water, 

three percent protein, six percent carbo-

hydrates and less than one percent fat.

 Collard greens are a staple vegetable of Southern U.S. 

cuisine. They are o� en prepared with other similar green leaf 

vegetables, such as kale, turnip greens, spinach and mustard 

greens in “mixed greens.” Tradi� onally, collard greens are 

eaten on New Year’s Day along with black-eyed peas and 

cornbread to ensure wealth in the coming year.

 Brothers are using a technique called plas� culture where 

a raised bed, in this case 30-inches wide and six-inches tall, is 

made. Drip tape is placed down the middle and a black plas� c 

mulch is placed over the bed. Spaced holes are punched in 

the plas� c and plug plants or seeds are placed in the holes.

 “The plas� c mulch reduces or stops weed pressure to the 

crop,” Brother Baxley says. “Conven� onal farmers will put fer-

� lizer out on the dirt for the crop, then a heavy rain will take 

that fer� lizer away into streams, contamina� ng our water 

supply.

 “With plas� culture the fer� lizer is under the plas� c and 

protected from rain leeching so that only the plant can use 

the nutrients. The farmer also adds water soluble fer� lizer 

through the drip tape when the crop needs it at any � me dur-

ing the growing season.”

 Brothers will distribute the collards through the Salva� on 

Army.

 “This is just the fi rst phase,” Brother Baxley said. “Upcom-

ing plan� ngs could include kale, cabbage and sweet pota-

toes.”

 It’s also a rather simple opera� on, according to Brother 

Baxley. “Once planted, all it takes is one willing person to 

monitor the crop un� l harvest.”

 

 Brother Jerry Baxley cam be contacted at jbaxley@tlsllc.

net.
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ALABAMA CHAPTER DIGS DOWN TO REACH OUT

Brothers plant 
food for others

From le!  are Episcopal Church of the Ascension Brothers Andrew Con-
ner, Bruce Salmon and Henry Johnson; St. John’s Episcopal Church 
and Alabama’s Department of Agriculture John Register and Harold  
McLemore, Commissioner of Agriculture John McMillan and Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension Brother Jerry Baxley.
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BROTHERS WHO 

HAVE DIED

Our Website:
www.brothersandrew.net

twi! er.com/BrothersAndrewBSTA

facebook.com/
BrothersAndrew.net/

Our Blog Site:
h! p://brotherhoodofstandre.ipage.

com/

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Execu" ve Board

President Jeff rey Butcher

jeff .butcher@brothersandrew.net

502-889-6080

Senior Vice President Jack Hanstein

jack.hanstein@brothersandrew.net
623-251-2752

Na" onal Council Chairman Dr. Dick Hooper

wihoop@cox.net
850-572-2338

Treasurer and

Former President Bob Dennis

rdennis@nyc.rr.com
718-836-3448

Na" onal Chaplain Bishop Paul Lambert

plambert@edod.org
972-567-1385

Secretary Charles Craven

cjcraven37920@yahoo.com
865-577-2884

Program Development Ira Phillips

ira.phillips1956@gmail.com
918-710-9694

Fund Development Dr. Richard Medlock

prmedlock@cox.net
918-299-5113

Veterans and Chaplaincy Evere!  Price

evpricega@yahoo.com
770-977-4311

Disciple Transi" on Tom Mar" n

  mar" nhome@gmail.com

770-998-5999

Restora" ve Jus" ce Edwin Davis

edsalpc@yahoo.com

936-294-1462

Mentoring Ini" a" ves Ed Milbrada

milbrada@fuse.net

513-777-8233

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Execu" ve Board

Province Presidents

Province I
George Booth

gaboothjr@aol.com

603-748-2106

Province II
Roland Flowers

rolandfl owers47@yahoo.com

516-379-3688

Province III
Dr. Ken Evans

kevans@ida.org

703-323-8612

Province IV
Billy Harrison

bharrison@mfl law.com

770-992-8914

Province V
Waring Webb

waringwebb@sbcglobal.net

630-963-5659

Province VI
Vacant

Province VII
Dr. Roy Benavides

rcbenavides@gmail.com

575-336-2005

Province VIII
Jack Hanstein (interim)

jack.hanstein@brothersandrew.net

623-251-2752

THE
BROTHERHOOD

TODAY

Thomas Harwell
Greenville, NC

Herbert Tremble
Hialeah, FL

Andrew Myles Robinson
Bal" more, MD

Louis Sco! 
Deltona, FL

The Rev. Mark Wilson
Fairhope, AL 

Alvin King
Brooklyn, NY

Robert Richards
Springfi eld, MO

Executive Board in 

Louisville Dec. 1-3
By Jeff  Butcher

 LOUISVILLE, Ky. - The Execu" ve 

Board, le% , is having a Strategic Plan-

ning Conference in Louisville, KY Dec. 

1-3.

 We are encouraging you to contact 

us should you have comments, ques-

" ons or concerns you would like ad-

dressed at this " me.

 On the table will be regional work-

shops for 2017 plus discussions on 

where we would like to be three to fi ve 

years.

 This is a grass roots organiza" on 

here to serve you, so please feel free to 

contact us at any" me.

 Let Your Andrew Out!

 Carpe Diem



RECOVERY SUNDAY AND PRISON MINISTRY

By Ed Davis

 Restora� ve Jus� ce Sunday in the Chris� an world is typi-

cally celebrated on Christ the King Sunday which falls on Nov. 

20 this year (2016).

 At least 21 na� ons issue proclama� ons designa� ng the 

Sunday before Advent each year as a � me to educate and 

advocate processes which bring healing and restora� on of 

healthy rela� onships following acts of wrongdoing.

 Crime itself is viewed as an off ense against others which 

requires “making things right” by the perpetrator. The vic� m, 

the community and the off ender are brought together in a 

process to restore human rela� ons to a healthy state.

 Accountability is achieved by bringing these groups to-

gether to work out appropriate ac� on by the perpetrator 

designed to make things right for the vic� m and community. 

Strong evidence shows that restora� ve rather than tradi� onal 

retribu� ve processes bring permanent posi� ve change in hu-

man behavior.

 Clergy are urged to preach on restora� ve jus� ce on this 

Sunday each year. Scriptures for 2016 are: Jeremiah 23:1-6, 

Can� cle 4 (or 16); Colossians 1:11-20; and, Luke 23:33-43.

 Ed Davis is vice president for restora� ve jus� ce. He can be 

reached at edsalpc@yahoo.com.

Restorative Justice 
Sunday is Nov. 20

The blessings of prison ministry
By Virginia Slichter

 PHILADELPHIA - SCI Graterford is a men’s maximum se-

curity prison outside of Philadelphia. I’ve been the Educa� on 

For Ministry (EFM) mentor for the past nine years.

 EFM is a four-year course out of the University of the 

South at Sewanee, Tennessee. Currently 

there are 11 men enrolled in the seminar 

group, most of them serving life sentences. 

Some have been incarcerated more than 25 

years.

 I became involved when the previous 

mentor became gravely ill and was unable 

to con� nue his mentoring. He had been the 

mentor of the group that I was in 20 years 

ago. When I visited him just before he died, 

I asked him if he thought I could mentor the 

group. He began to cry and I had  my an-

swer.

 I called and made an appointment to 

speak with the group, which was a challenge 

in itself. Nothing is easy in a maximum secu-

rity prison. A! er securing the necessary clearance, I walked 
down a long hallway into the heart of the prison. Although 
a guard was at my side, I was very nervous and frightened. 
What had I go" en myself into? We were walking through the 
general popula� on. It was extremely in� mida� ng. This is a 

maximum security prison, not a county jail.

 Previous mentor The Rev. Warner had spoken so fondly 

of the men in the group, but at this point, I wasn’t sure. As I 

entered the chapel excitement and anxiety were ba" ling each 

other. As I stepped into the small, dark, ugly room, the 14 

men in the group rose as one and greeted me with smiles and 

handshakes.

 That was the beginning of one of the most rewarding and 

fulfi lling experiences that has blessed my life.

 I have come to realize that these men are not what they 

did, but whose they are – mighty men of God.

 Each Monday morning, I enter into a li" le piece of the 

Kingdom. The EFM course is diffi  cult. It is not for “baby Chris-

� ans,” but for those who have a mature, ac� ve faith. The men 

come to the class prepared and anxious to share what they 

have mined from their study.

 Before I knew and understood these amazing men, I 

thought “Yeah, sure – people go to prison and fi nd God.” 

.Hearing their stories over the past nine years, I fi nd that to 

be absolutely true.

 For anyone considering a ministry with prisoners, prepare 

to be surprised, Prepare to have your heart broken. Prepare 

to be blessed beyond your imagina� on.

 Virginia Slichter can be reached at

jbsgummy@aol.com. Her column was recommended to the 

St. Andrew’s Cross by Restora� ve Jus� ce VP Ed Davis.
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