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Our new website sits atop web browsers, page 12

By Dick Hooper

 HOLGUIN, Cuba - Six Brothers from 
Christ Episcopal Church in Pensacola 
par  cipated in a fact-fi nding trip to Cuba 
in May.
 Its purpose was to fi nd ways 
to support the Episcopal Diocese of 
Cuba and, in par  cular, to explore the 
possibility of developing a suitable 
worship space for San Marcos Episcopal 
Church, a struggling parish in Holguin, 
Cuba.
 Like all churches in Cuba, San Marcos 
is a member of what has been called an 
Extra-Provincial province of The Episcopal 
Church, Brother Hooper says. 
 Par  cipa  ng Brothers were Dwight 
Babcock, Owen Drey, Dick Hooper, 
Warren Jerrems, C. Ray Jones and Eric 
Stevenson.
 All the men on the trip were 
Brothers. They discovered there are 
many opportuni  es to develop a strong 
Brotherhood Cuban ministry.
 Women from Christ Church were 
Mia Jerrems, Hilda Jones and Carrie 
Stevenson. Associate Rector The  Rev. 
Jessica Babcock led the mission.
 The Rev. Babcock and her husband 

Christ Church parishioners with their 
new-found Cuban Episcopalian friends. 
On the back row are C. Ray Jones, Carrie 
Stevenson, Bishop Griselds Deldagdo del 
Carpio, Rev. Jessica Babcock, Eric Steven-
son, Owen Drey and Warren Jerrems. On 
the front row are Dick Hooper, Mia Jer-
rems, Dwight Babcock, Hilda Jones and 
June Linke. The top photo is an overview 
of Holguin, Cuba.          photos courtesy Dick Hooper

Our Cuban
connection

con  nued on page 9

We need
your contact
information
Our offi  ce has no
information on about
one-third of Brothers
Brothers Andrew,
 
 Communica  ons with each one 
of you is paramount. We have too 
many exci  ng stories and tes  mo-
nials to share with you. It would 
be a shame for you not to know 
what others are doing in the men’s 
ministry arena.
 Almost a third of our member-
ship does not have a phone num-
ber and/or email addresses on 
fi le. This is especially true for our 
Member-at-Large brethren.
 If you are not receiving a 
monthly email update and St. An-
drew’s Cross from us, this could 
mean we don’t have your email 
address in our database.
 Could you please use the en-
closed envelope to update your 
informa  on.  The story on the fol-
lowing page has an update form 
for you to use.
 Other op  ons are either call the 
Na  onal Offi  ce (724-266-5810).

                              - Execu  ve Board



 The Northern Plains include eight dioceses and 
six Native American Chapters in North and South 
Dakota. Montana and North Dakota are very sparsely 
populated with people and Episcopalians.
 Wyoming borders Montana and North Dakota.  It 
has one chapter - St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in  
Casper. Gary George is the diocesan coordinator.  
They continue to 
support orphan 
programs through 
grocery gift card 
sales and St. Mark’s 
food closet with can 
collections. Brother 
Gary reports the 
newest project is 
building ramps for 
the disabled.
 The Diocese of 
Colorado has two 
active chapters plus six members-at-large.
 St. Martins in the Fields in Aurora, Colorado is 
the largest with 13 members. Diocesan Coordinator 
Louis Surles claims this parish as his home. Chapter 
Director Tom Keables reports the group meets on the  
fi rst Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. for breakfast.  
The Brothers continue to be active in the parish as 
well as the Colorado Council of Churches. Rector 
Rev. Jim Gilchrist is a staunch supporter plus being 
an active Brotherhood member.
 St. Timothy’s in Centennial, Colorado meets every 
other Tuesday morning for fellowship, coff ee, Bible 
study and prayer before heading to the Village Inn 
for breakfast, according to Chapter Director Mickey 
Jackson. Members support Shrove Tuesday in 
addition to meal preparation for the House of Hope, a 
community for unwed mothers. The chapter recently  
sponsored a time and talent survey to meet other men 
in the parish. The Rev. Michael Carney is a member.
 Next door is St. Albans in McCook, Nebraska  with 
a small band of Brothers doing great service in their 
parish. These Brothers for a nominal cost provide 
every member with their own Forward Day by Day 
quarterly devotional. Last year, Diocesan Coordinator 
Dan Stramel pointed out that the chapter gave $350 

to Dominican Republic Colgeio 
Kids for one scholarship plus $50 
for a student’s dental work.  This 
was in addition to the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper, 
annual Ice Cream Social and the 
Feast of St. Andrew Day Soup 

Supper.
 Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Iowa City, 
Iowa has initiated a 
fi ve-year calendar 
project to show 
photographs of each 
Diocese of Iowa 
church (please see 
page eight). This 
diocese has 60 
parishes. Diocesan 
Coordinator Charles 

Cox (aka photographer) said the calendars will 
be sold for $15 and all money will be sent to the 
Diocese of Nzara in South Sudan. This chapter is also 
providing Evening Prayer in the Nave every Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday at 5:15 p.m. These 14 
members help provide food donations to the Iowa City 
Crisis Center, Shrove Tuesday Pancake proceeds 
support four young women attending school in 
Swaziland with annual chili supper collections going to 
the same women, too. These Brothers meet second 
Saturdays at 8 a.m. for Morning Prayer, breakfast and 
a  meeting.  Then on the last Tuesday of the month, 
the meeting starts at 5:15 p.m. for Evening Prayer, 
dinner, and meeting. Any food left over goes to the 
Salvation Army kitchen.
 Minnesota was able to secure one of the fi rst 
web sites on their diocesan web page under Men’s 
Ministry. Bishop Brian Prior is a Brotherhood 
supporter. Our renewed attention to Scouting has 
given Brother Richard Guiton, diocesan coordinator, 
encouragement for opening doors that have been 
shut for quite some time.

 President Jeff  Butcher can be reached at jeff .
butcher@brothersandrew.net

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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President
Jeff  Butcher

Our Province VI



 The Dakotas and some por  ons of Minnesota s  ll sup-
port several Brotherhood chapters today.
 This can all be traced to Bishop Henry Benjamin Whipple 
(1822-1901), Minnesota Territory.
 Arriving in Minne-
sota in 1861, Bishop 
Whipple encoun-
tered the established 
leader of the Mde-
wakanton Dakota 
Na  ve Americans.  
His name was Wa-
kin-yan-waste, Good 
Thunder. Some claim 
in a leap of faith and 
an act of diplomacy 
Bishop Whipple was 
able to make Good 
Thunder his fi rst 
Dakota adult male 
convert in 1861.  He 
bap  zed the chief 
Andrew Good Thun-
der.
 The Bishop hoped 
that he might follow 
Andrew’s example 
and bring many of 
his red brothers to 
Christ. This was the 
beginning of a life-
long friendship. The Sioux and the United States went to 
war in 1862. It was not very well received considering the 
Civil War was underway. Captured Sioux were being hung 
un  l Bishop Whipple stepped in and asked President Abra-
ham Lincoln for clemency. It was granted. This made the 
Sioux extremely grateful for Bishop Whipple. Hero status 
ensued un  l his death.
 Following the Civil War, the Sioux chiefs asked the 
Bishop for a missionary. He immediately made it happen. A 
year later on his next visit to the camps he was approached 
to use his infl uence in having the government give them 
a system of Indian Police such as the reserva  ons already 

had.
 A short  me later the Na  ve Americans received a ship-
ment of Brotherhood of St. Andrew literature. An inter-
preter read aloud the material to the men. A new Brother-
hood chapter was formed.
 The fi rst Na  ve American chapter director was Andrew 
Good Thunder.
 Another year lapsed before Bishop Whipple returned 
to the Sioux. He again was queried about the police force. 
This  me he asked them if they had formed a Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew Chapter. Yes, they had selected Andrew 
Good Thunder to lead them. The Bishop smiled and said, 
“Well, there are your police.  As long as you have a chapter 
and live up to its rules the other kind of police will not be 
necessary.”
 This past spring, South Dakota Bishop John Tarrant met 
with several dioceses involved in Na  ve American ministry 
in Faribault, MN. This group explored “what it could look 
like to move our ministries to a more sustainable model.”
 The Brotherhood stands ready to assist anyway we can.
 
 President Jeff  Butcher can be reached at jeff .butcher@
brothersandrew.net
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Bishop Henry Benjamin Whip-
ple, whose missionary eff orts 
led to the founding of the fi rst 
Brotherhood chapter of Na  ve 
Americans. He is the great-great-
grandfather of Senior Vice Presi-
dent Jack Hanstein.

Native Americans embraced the Brotherhood



221st VIRGINIA DIOCESAN COUNCIL HONORS 91-YEAR-OLD LEGEND
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 By William Jones

 ASHBURN, Virginia - The Rev. Emmanuel Johnson 
epitomizes the term “founding father.”
 His infl uence and perseverance convinced the men 
of St. David’s Episcopal Church in Ashburn to start a 
Brotherhood chapter in 2015.
 The chapter con  nues to grow exponen  ally and is 
one of the most ac  ve and vibrant ministries in the par-
ish.
 And even at age 91, Fr. Johnson con  nues to bless 
men during their Scripture discussions at chapter meet-
ings. All the members of St. David’s are blessed by his 
sermons and teachings off ering wisdom, courage, con-
vic  on and, a  er all else, faith.
 His mantra to “con  nue to preach the Gospel as 
long as God gives me breath” is a testament to his faith-
fulness. And his wit is always there; one of his trade-
mark sayings is u  ered with a slight smile: “If you say 
you’re a pineapple, show me your juice!”
 He encourages those blessed to know him to spread 
the Good News of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
 He was ordained deacon on Feb. 11, 1968 during 
the episcopacy of Bishop Dillard H. Brown, the last mis-
sionary bishop to Liberia from the United States.
 Fr. Johnson was ordained a priest in 1970.
 In 1973 he was appointed president of Cu   ngton 
College and Divinity School which was later renamed  
Cu   ngton University College.
 He le   Cu   ngton in 1980 and became priest-in 
charge of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Robertsport, 
Grand Cape Mount County.
 In 1981 he was elected Dean of Trinity Cathedral in 
Monrovia, Liberia and served there un  l his departure 
from Liberia in 1990 during the outbreak of civil war, 
when he escaped to the U.S.
 Upon his arrival here, he was appointed Dean of 
Academic Support Services and Chaplain of Voorhees 
College in Denmark, South Carolina from 1992 to 2003,  
when he re  red.
 Fr. Johnson’s re  rement didn’t last long. He moved 
to Virginia in 2003 as associate priest at St. David’s Epis-
copal Church and School in Ashburn, where he currently 
serves.

 The 221st Council of Diocese of Virginia in Conven-
 on assembled expresses its sincere apprecia  on for the 

lifelong commitment of Emmanuel Johnson to nurturing 
Christ’s fl ock and honors his service as a priest, teacher, 
mentor, advisor and Godly example of the Chris  an 
Faith.
 The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is blessed to call 
Emmanual Johnson a Brother. He wears his lapel pin 
proudly and encourages our chapter members to spread 
the word of our Brotherhood at every opportunity. He is 
truly our “Founding Father.”

 Brother Wiliam “Conrad” Jones may be reached at 
william.jones@verizon.com.

Virginia lauds a ‘founding father’

The Rev. Emmanuel Johnson, 91, who escaped persecu  on in 
Liberia, founded the Brotherhood chapter at St. David’s Epis-
copal Church in Ashburn, Virginia.



REVISIONS TO THE BROTHERHOOD’S BYLAWS AND TRUST AGREEMENT
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By Jack Hanstein

 The Na  onal Council passed legisla  on to revise the By-
laws and the Trust Agreement with the Brotherhood Founda-
 on Trustees at its regular Na  onal Council Mee  ng April 7-9 

2016 in Mesa, Arizona.
 The full text of the bylaw revisions and amendments to 
the trust agreement may be found on the Brotherhood web-
site www.brothersandrew.net.

(1)   Resolved, that the bylaws of the Brotherhood of St An-
drew, sec  on 10 be amended to add paragraph
(e) The President of the Brotherhood may request the Presid-
ing Bishop to appoint a Bishop’s Advisory Commi  ee.
(f) The President of the Brotherhood may request The Arch-
bishop of the Anglican Church in North America to appoint an 
Anglican Bishop’s Advisory Commi  ee.

(2)   Resolved that the bylaws of the Brotherhood of St An-
drew, sec  on 4 be amended to add paragraph (e)
The Diocesan Coordinators, Assistant Diocesan Coordinators, 
and/or Liaison Advisors have the responsibility to conduct an 
annual visit (in person or by other communica  on) with their 
Diocesan Bishop and/or Diocesan Communica  ons Director 
to ensure that all diocesan web sites carry a current link to 
The Brotherhood of St Andrew web site, and that each dioc-
esan web site includes a page specifi cally focused on Men’s 
Ministry including the Brotherhood of St Andrew.

(3)  Resolved that the bylaws of the Brotherhood of St An-
drew be amended to add Sec  on 1 F Affi  liate Congrega  on
A congrega  on of the Episcopal /Anglican Church, may apply 
to become an affi  liate of the Brotherhood of St Andrew and 
shall be required to complete an applica  on form, pay an an-
nual membership fee of $75.00, provide an annual report of 
their ac  vi  es, provide a current lis  ng of names addresses 
and email address of each affi  liate member, and asked each 
member to prayerfully consider making an annual ministry 
pledge to The Brotherhood of St Andrew. Members of affi  liate 
congrega  ons will receive electronic copies of the Cross only.
Members of Affi  liate Congrega  ons may individually sub-
scribe to receive the printed copies of the St. Andrew’s Cross 
upon payment of the current annual fee determined by the 
Na  onal Council.

(4)  Resolved that the bylaws of The Brotherhood of St An-
drew, sec  on 2
DUES be amended to replace the word dues (where ever it 
appears) to read, “annual ministry pledge”

(5)  Resolved that the Bylaws for the Brotherhood of St An-
drew, sec  on 6 (a) be amended to read: 
All nominees for Na  onal Offi  ce, including trustees of the 
Brotherhood Founda  on, shall meet requirements of Ar  cle 
III of the Cons  tu  on.

(6)  Resolu  on from the Na  onal Council direc  ng the 
Scou  ng Commi  ee to explore an improved rela  onship 
between the Episcopal Church and Scou  ng.
Be it resolved that: The Brotherhood of St Andrew, through 
its Scou  ng Commi  ee, explore approaches to strengthening 
the rela  onship between the Episcopal Church and Scou  ng.
Be it further resolved that: The Brotherhood of St Andrew, 
through its Scou  ng Commi  ee, explore development of a 
Memorandum of Understand with the Boy Scouts of America 
expressing their mutual goals of suppor  ng Episcopal and 
Anglican congrega  ons that already charter Boy Scout units 
and encouraging other congrega  ons to consider becoming a 
Charter Partner with the Boy Scouts.

Amended the Agreement of Trust between the Na  onal 
Council of The Brotherhood of St Andrew and the Trustees 
of the Brotherhood Founda  on made the fi rst day of August 
1980 page 3 paragraph 5 and 6 to read,
5. Defi nes the Principal of the Fund, which is known as the 
“James L. Houghtelling Memorial Fund of The Brotherhood 
of St Andrew”, but shall be herea  er known as “The Brother-
hood of St Andrew Founda  on (James J Houghtelling Memo-
rial Fund) as follows: The amount given to the Brotherhood 
of St Andrew by James L. Houghtelling with all its accre  ons, 
less any losses that it may have sustained; all designated me-
morial contribu  ons made to this trust and 80% of all desig-
nated life membership fees.
6. “Gives to The Na  onal Council of the Brotherhood the 
right to decide whether realized capital gains shall be allo-
cated to principal or to income or partly to income and partly 
to principal or all to income or all to principal.”

 Senior Vice-President Jack Hanstein can be reached at 
jack.hanstein@brothersandrew.net.

The National Council amends
its bylaws and trust agreement



By Jim Goodson

 ROCKWALL, Texas – A team of U.S. Marines 
won the fi fth Patriot Paws Golf Tournament con-
ducted by the Brotherhood’s Dallas Assembly.
 While four Marines took home trophies, the real 
winners are the Patriot Paws organization that pro-
vides service dogs for disabled U.S. servicemen 
and women.
 A total of 132 golfers participated in the tour-
nament won by former Marines David Honeycutt, 
Sean Sweeden, Grant Seabolt and active duty Ma-
rine Austin Wood, whose 56 score is 15-under-par.
 The tournament was held at Buff alo Creek Golf 
Club in Rockwall (7,078-yards with a par of 71).
 Dallas Brothers have raised more than $100,000 
for Patriot Paws since becoming involved with the 
Rockwall-based organization that obtains and trains 
high-quality Labrador Retrievers at no cost to dis-
abled American veterans and others with mobile 
disabilities in order to help restore their physical and 
emotional independence.
 “It’s actually sort of a double ministry,” tourna-
ment director Brother Jim Vineyard says. “About 30 
women inmates in the Texas Department of Cor-
rections help train the service dogs. Once released, 
this experience helps them fi nd jobs at veterinarian 
offi  ces and animal shelters, as dog trainers, lab as-
sistants and in other similar positions.
 “Only one of the women inmate trainers has 
returned to prison. The rest now lead productive 
lives.”
 The Dallas Assembly got involved with Patriot 
Paws after a four-year relationship with Habitat for 
Humanity. The switch occurred when Habitat for 
Humanity grew so large – and obtained so many 
government grants – that Dallas Brothers decided 
to donate their time and talents to a smaller charity.
 “We’re happy for Habitat’s success,” Dallas As-

sembly President Don Candy says. “We think we 
helped them get up-and-running in the Dallas area 
and we built numerous houses with them.
 “But Patriot Paws is a wonderful organization 
that can have a big impact with a little help.”
 Currently, 130 veterans are on the Patriot Paws 
waiting list and the average wait time is fi ve years.
 “It would be a wonderful thing if other chapters 
and assemblies could adopt Patriot Paws,” Brother 
Vineyard says. “It takes about two years to fi nd the 
right kind of puppy and train them at a cost of about 
$33,000 per dog.
 “The more we can do for this organization, the 
better.”

 If you are interested in learning more about Pa-
triot Paws contact Lori Stevens at 972-772-3282 or 
offi  ce@patriotpaws.org.
 Brother Jim Vineyard can be reached at jrvine-
yard@verizon.net.

        The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS June 20166

DALLAS ASSEMBLY SUPPORTS PATRIOT PAWS FOR VETERANS

Golf provides help for vets

Dallas Bishop George Sumner tours the buff et 
line at the conclusion  of the Patriot Paws Golf 
Tournament. Patriot Paws Execu  ve Director 
and founder Lori Stevens, le  , serves the bish-
op his post-tournament dinner.
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION CHANGES

By Jack Hanstein

 Your Execu  ve Board is searching 
for ways to increase par  cipa  on at 
the local level.
 We want to explore leadership 
opportuni  es across the country. We 
have the talent there. Our quandary 
has been men willing to step forward 
for a specifi c task to use their God-
given exper  se.
 We are a men’s community seek-
ing to help men and boys. This is a 
one day at a  me eff ort with an eye 
towards the future.
 We also recognize that we cannot 
func  on effi  ciently with a top down 
Organiza  onal Structure. Our move-
ment dictates a more bo  oms-up 
approach.
 Before the social media revolu-
 on, we operated under the concept 

major decisions would be made every 
three years. Only in rare instances did 
the Execu  ve Board meet during the 
year prior to the annual Na  onal Council mee  ng. The Execu-
 ve Board has been mee  ng monthly since last August. Going 

forward this is the normal.
 We are also moving to an ac  ve commi  ee structure that 
func  ons on a year-around basis.  These commi  ees will have 
local volunteers serving, too. The la  er hopefully will provide 
needed chapter level input during the decision-making pro-
cess. We give special thanks to more than 50 Brothers who 
submi  ed Time and Talent sheets for various commi  ee as-
signments.
 The Brotherhood Na  onal Council will remain the primary 
focal point for our countrywide vision and mission guidelines. 
Superior customer service mandates dedicated day-today op-
era  ons. We can’t grow without it. This also means the Execu-
 ve Board, staff , and the func  onal commi  ees will operate 

throughout the year.
 This proposed organiza  onal structure will require ac  ve 
par  cipa  on from na  onal offi  cers, Provincial Presidents and 
dedicated leaders with special exper  se and life experiences.  
Detailed breakdown of each commi  ee plus responsibili  es 

may be found on our website www.brothersandrew.net under 
the heading About the Brotherhood/Org. Charts.
 Currently, Na  onal Council Chairman Dick Hooper will 
preside over the work for the annual mee  ngs and the 2018 
Triennial.   Senior Vice President Jack Hanstein controls the 
Administra  on grouping with its various branches. Treasurer 
Bob Dennis oversees the Finance Commi  ee ac  vi  es.
 We are searching for qualifi ed volunteers to head up Pro-
gram Development, Communica  ons, and Field Opera  ons.
 Major func  onal leaders are expected to coordinate with 
and support various opera  onal commi  ee leaders. In-turn, 
the commi  ee chairs provide progress reports for sharing with 
the Execu  ve Board for Na  onal Council ac  on when needed. 
These commi  ee heads are autonomous calling mee  ngs as 
are needed.
 Persons interested in leading these eff orts are urged to 
contact President Jeff  Butcher as soon as possible: Jeff .butch-
er@brothersandrew.net

 Senior Vice President Jack Hanstein can be contacted at 
jack.hanstein@brothersandrew.net

National Council seeks 
more local decisions
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CHAPTER NEWS

Chemo can’t stop calendar
 By Jim Goodson

 IOWA CITY, Iowa – Chemotherapy 
won’t stop Trinity Episcopal Church 
Brother Charles Cox from taking a dozen 
photos of Iowa Episcopal Churches for his 
chapter’s 2017 Diocese of Iowa Calendar.
 In 2013 Trinity Brothers began a fi ve-
year project to put together a calendar 
featuring 12 Iowa Episcopal churches. 
That would cover all 60 churches in the 
diocese.
 “Now that this round of chemotherapy 
is over, I’m making plans to do all that 
photo work this summer for the 2017 
calendar,” Brother Cox, who ini  ated the 
calendar project, said.
 Sales from the most recent calendar 
allowed the Brotherhood to contribute 
$800 to the Diocese of Nzara in South 
Sudan, one of two African dioceses 
supported by Trinity Episcopalians – 
Swaziland and Nzara.
 In October, Brothers stage a chili 
supper to raise funds for four young 
women to a  end school in Swaziland.
 The 2017 calendars will be sold for $15 
apiece and all funds raised will be sent to 
the Diocese of Nzara in war-torn South 
Sudan.
 In addi  on to the overseas mission, 
Trinity Brothers habitually provide food 
for the both the Salva  on Army and the 
Iowa Crises Center by cooking more food 
than is needed for their twice-per-month 
mee  ngs as well as delivering $40 worth 
of food every Monday.
 If you would like to order a 2017 
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa Calendar 
contact Brother Charles Cox at 319-337-
4565.  

Brother photographs every Iowa Episcopal Church for fi ve-year project

Clockwise 
from top are 
Grace Episcopal 
Church in
Cedar Rapids. 
St. Thomas’ 
Episcopal 
Church in  Sioux 
City, the
interior of
Trinity
Episcopal 
Church in Iowa 
City and St. 
John’s
Episcopal 
Church in 
Keokuk.
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Dwight have been to Cuba on many previous occasions and were 
instrumental in establishing the Episcopal Church Santa Maria Virgen 
in Itabo, Cuba. At that  me Rev. Babcock became fast friends with 
rector The Rev. Griselda Delgado del Carpio, who became the bishop of 
Cuba and reached out to Rev. Babcock for 
help the struggling parish in Holguin.
 Holguin is the fourth largest city in 
Cuba and the Episcopal Church there is 
a house church of about 35 parishioners 
served by Deacon Gill Fat. In the last few 
years the government of Cuba has been 
relaxing its control over churches because 
they have discovered that church members 
are model ci  zens who work to improve 
their communi  es.
 The Holguin house church has 
outgrown the home where it presently 
meets and is looking for a larger home 
which would double as a mee  ng 
place and a home for Deacon Gill.  The 
missioners saw his present abode which 
is, frankly, a slum dwelling in a bad part 
of town and agreed to support eff orts  to 
raise funds to buy the proposed property 
and remodel the present home standing 
there.
 However, Rev. Babcock cau  oned the eager pilgrims that toxic 
charity is not the solu  on. Instead Americans must support Cuban 
eff orts at building and fund raising or the church will not belong to the 
parishioners.
 The trip began in Havana where the group enjoyed the hospitality 
of the Iglesia Episcopal de Cuba, the Episcopal Cathedral of Cuba, and 
sampled the life of the bustling capital.  On May 11, the Americans 
began their fact-fi nding trip with Holguin the ul  mate des  na  on.  On 
the night before the exodus, Rev. Babcock was informed the tour bus 
had broken down.
 The next morning  an emergency bus pulled up to the Cathedral. It 
was a 1952 fl atbed Dodge truck upon which a metal cab with seats had 
been welded in place.  Air condi  oning consisted of sliding windows.  As 
the truck pulled away, the intrepid pilgrims discovered it had no shocks 
or springs.  It was a rough two-day trip over rather badly repaired roads, 
but it has become the most memorable part of the odyssey and the 
unifying event of the pilgrimage.
 The Rev. Halbert Santana and his family greeted the  red and 
somewhat ba  ered pilgrims on Thursday evening, May 12 in San  ago. 

Father Halbert is not only rector of San Lucas, but also circuit rides to 
four other parishes including a 120-mile-trip to Holguin.
 In visi  ng the other parishes in San  ago, the Christ Church pilgrims 
were struck with the similari  es between the Cuban Episcopal churches 
and the early house churches of the book of Acts. In addi  on to worship 
conducted in these houses, they reach out to their local community by 
providing day care, food from gardens and free range chickens.

 San Marco in San  ago provides 
clean drinking water to parishioners 
and non-parishioners alike.
 The pilgrims were impressed with 
the warmth of their hosts who were 
not only very welcoming, but willing 
to provide boun  ful meals. The 
Americans felt a bit guilty in partaking 
in these feasts knowing that the meal 
was probably equivalent to a week’s 
meals in a regular Cuban diet. In spite 
of Third World living condi  ons, the 
people were spotlessly clean and 
generally upbeat. School children 
were nicely dressed in uniforms and 
the popula  on seemed educated and 
healthy.
 However, Deacon Gill, who 
holds a PhD, and other highly 
educated Cubans are at the bo  om 

of the fi nancial ladder, while top wages come in the tourist industry.  
Moreover, adults seem underemployed and modern labor-saving 
devices are not seen.  Sweeping buildings, cu   ng roadside weeds and 
most construc  on work is done by hand.
 Both Father Halbert and Deacon Gill were very interested in 
developing men’s ministries in their parishes. When the Brotherhood 
can translate its literature and develop a Spanish language website we 
could become a signifi cant ministry in Cuba.  Like in the U.S., Cuban 
parishes are female-dominated, and the men tend to avoid church 
because there are few ac  vates for them.
 Bishop Griselda covered the cost of our yellow Dodge truck, which 
was nicked-named by the Americanos as the ‘Yellow Peril.’ The pilgrims 
gladly put the money slated for transporta  on to purchasing a Moped 
for Deacon Gill, who now serves his far-fl ung parish in Holguin on a 
bicycle.  This dona  on is the fi rst posi  ve result of our parish’s ministry 
to Cuba.
 Brothers, I join our President Jeff  Butcher, in saying we should focus 
our missionary eff orts on the Caribbean and La  n America.  This Cuba 
trip was an excellent beginning to a promising rela  onship.
 Na  onal Council Chairman Dick Hooper can be reached at 
wihoop@cox.net.   

CUBA TRIP OPENS OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE BROTHERHOOD

con  nued from page 1

‘House churches’ provide 
food, day care, water to all

The house church in Holguin, Cuba.
                                                   Dick Hooper photo



By the Execu  ve Board

To our Members-at-Large,
 Brothers Andrew, We are seeking your help across 
the board. Many of you once belonged to a chapter. 
This chapter fell into disarray for various reasons but 
you have chosen to stay the course. We appreciate 
that greatly. Reinforcements are on the way.
 In addi  on to our Na  onal Council mee  ng, it 
was decided to have eight to 10 regional mee  ngs 
in 2017. Your leadership team members believe we 
need to have more local ac  vi  es to bolster the 
chapter and parishes. The 2017 mee  ng will be 
closer to your home, will last one day, is opened to all 
churches in the area and will not conduct business.
 Instead, our common theme will be Train, Educate, 
Recruit and Mo  vate.  Your workshop sessions will 
include such items as:
 • How to create save havens for veterans and their 
families;
 • How to develop alliances while partnering with 
Boy Scouts;
 • How to ini  ate relevant discipleship and  men-
toring programs, i.e. Man in the Mirror, Lead Like 
Jesus, Rick Warren Saddleback Resources;
 • Restora  ve Jus  ce experiences, iden  fying 
needs and evalua  ng what program would be best 
for my parish;
 • Networking opportuni  es using social media, 
diocesan resources and tes  monials from fellow trav-
elers.
 We will also help you re-charter your inac  ve 
chapter or establish a new chapter in your parish.
 We have created a direct mail le  er for your rec-
tor and bishop which we can send out for you upon 
request.
 However, we need you to provide us names and 
address plus show a willingness to complete this 
task.
 We stand ready to assist you anyway we can.  To 
get this off  the ground here are some ac  vi  es you 
might consider at this  me.
 Please update your contact informa  on:
 My Brothers you are God’s journeymen in this eff ort. 

We need your personal help. We are crea  ng partner-
ships. We have a mission and a vision.
 Let us walk this road together.

10                                                              The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS June 2016

REGIONAL MEETINGS IN 2017

We want to provide educational opportunities nationwide

Name: ________________________________________________

Mailing address: ________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________ 
State:__________________________________________________
Zipcode: _______________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________
Phone number: _________________________________________
Parish:_________________________________________________

Rector: ________________________________________________

Senior Warden: _________________________________________

2017 Regional Mee  ngs

I am available to provide support as a volunteer so please contact 
me:

______________________________________________________
 
I am not able to volunteer but will a  end:
 
______________________________________________________

Please add my rector and/or senior warden to your invita  on list:

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Help us offer regional meetings
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BROTHERHOOD NEWS

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
is off ering bookmarks for sale. 
The bookmarks were created 
by Brother Richard Brown of 
Sun City, Arizona, who created 
them modeled a  er an exist-
ing model from other  chapters 
in Florida. The bookmarks are 
sold in lots of 25 for $2.50 . To 
purchase bookmarks contact 
the na  onal offi  ce at 724-266-
5810.  

 By Jack Hanstein

 One of the more diffi  cult of our three 
basic tenants is to “study the Holy Scrip-
tures regularly, and the teachings of the 
church, to a  ain a be  er understanding of 
how to follow Christ and bring others into 
his kingdom.”
 The part that is most diffi  cult for me is 
to study regularly - making  me for study. 
Life gets so busy, if we do not set aside 
structured  me for study, we can miss our 
study  me completely
 For me, study involves more than the 
daily Bible readings, Forward Day by Day 
and listening to the lessons and our rec-
tor’s sermons on Sunday morning.
 Many of our Brotherhood chapters and 
men’s groups pick a par  cular author, or a 
book to study during, before or a  er their 
regular mee  ngs. This structured study 
 me provides opportuni  es to learn from 

scholars and to discuss the readings and 
thereby learn from each other and deepen 
our understanding of “the teachings of the 
church.”
 I have found that men are hungry to 
not only hear the word of God, but to en-
ter into discussions about the real issues 
men face in their day-to-day lives. Picking 
a book for your study sessions will not only 
help focus your discussions, but will pro-
vide a diff erent perspec  ve on the issues 
we face in our homes, workplace and in 
our communi  es.
 There are, of course, numerous 
reputable authors to choose from. Ken 
Blanchard has wri  en many books on the 
Lead like Jesus ministry, Patrick Morley of 
Man in the Mirror Ministries has dozens 
and dozens of great books to study, and 
our own Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s 
book Crazy Chris  ans is always good for a 
lively discussion.

 At the last two men’s retreats here in 
Arizona, the author quoted most o  en was 
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan friar ordained 
to the Roman Catholic Church priesthood 
in 1970. He has not only published a num-
ber of books on male spirituality and led 
retreats for men’s ministries around the 
globe, he most recently led the men’s re-
treat for The Brotherhood of St Andrew in 
New Mexico. He has some excellent books 
focused on men’s spirituality.
 No ma  er which author, or which 
books or You Tube videos you choose for 
your study and discussions, let me off er 
several sugges  ons:
 • Provide an opportunity for the men 
to fellowship (just talk) over a meal or be-
fore the study session begins (30 minutes). 
This provides an opportunity for folks to 
get to know each other and helps in build-
ing trust.
 • Set aside adequate  me to read and 
openly discuss whatever por  on of the 
readings you choose for your study. (mini-
mum 45 minutes to one hour).
 • Assign one member of your chapter 
as the facilitator, and have him prepare 
some discussion starter ques  ons just to 
get the group going.
 Start and end each session with prayer. 

 Jack Hanstein is vice-president of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew. He can ve 
reached at jack.hanstein@brothersandrew.
net.

Prayer
Study

Service

Tips to a successful 
chapter study session
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National web site now tops web browsers 
 By Jack Hanstein

 The Brotherhood  of St Andrew has recent-
ly completed the changeover to its new web 
site,  www.brothersandrew.net 
 With this work completed,  all references  
to the old .org Web site have been removed  
from Google, Yahoo and Bing search engines.
 This should  make it much easier for new 
people to locate us on the web. Please make 
sure your chapter and diocesan web sites and 
publica  ons only reference  the new web site 
www.brothersandrew.net 
 All Brotherhood le  erhead, business cards 
and brochures will need to be updated if you 
have not already done so. At the Na  onal Of-
fi ce  we are in the process of upda  ng all of 
our publica  ons, so all of your old brochures 
will need to be replaced.
 As we move forward with our  vision and 
mission , we need to make sure we are all 
sending the same message. Please assign 
someone from your chapter to recheck  all 
your printed materials  to make sure only the 
new web address is listed: www.brothersan-
drew.net .
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