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Brothers initiate Veteran 
Friendly Congregations

Georgia Brothers lead the way in supporting our servicemen

By Jim Goodson

 MARIETTA, Georgia - The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is drawing on 
its rich history of suppor� ng servicemen and women by leading the 
crea� on of Veteran Friendly Congrega� ons.
 Brotherhood President Robert Dennis cites too many instances of 
veterans struggling to get the help they need:  jobs, disability payments, 
health care and treatment for such affl  ic� ons as post-trauma� c stress 
disorder, trauma� c brain injuries, physical disabili� es and military sexual 
trauma.
 The numbers are staggering: in the 12 years since American troops 
were fi rst deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq, more than 2.6 million 
veterans have returned home to a country largely unprepared to meet 
their needs.
 “The suicide rate, broken families and unemployment among 
families is inconceivable to all of us,” Brother Dennis said Nov. 11 upon 
the announcement of his organiza� on’s a# empt to promote Veteran 
Friendly Congrega� ons in its chapters and churches. The announcement 
immediately drew a lot of response from The Episcopal Church - and 
other denomina� ons.
 “Some 37 percent of returning veterans suff er from some form of 
post-trauma� c stress disorder and 62,619 are homeless,” President 
Dennis said. “Their unemployment rate of 15 percent is twice the 
na� onal average.”
 The project began in 2009 at St. Peter and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Marie# a, Georgia, when then-rector The Rev. Robert Certain was 
approached by IBM execu� ve and West Point graduate Peter McCall, 
who sought a way to help what he saw as a major problem.
 “Peter and his wife Cathy have been stalwart leaders in the crea� on 
of Veteran Friendly Congrega� ons,” Fr. Certain says. There are about 200 
VFCs throughout the southeastern U.S. and the Brotherhood has begun 

A soldier greets hiw wife a! er extended tours in 
Iraq. Such happy scenes are o! en followed by seri-
ous problems for servicemen returning home to a 
na" on diff erent from the one they were willing to 
die for. To help these men and women, more than 
200 Veteran Friendly Congrega" ons have been es-
tablished in the Southeastern United States under 
a program established by the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew.         photo courtesy of Care For The Troops.

continued on page 6
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Robert Dennis

I will serve the Lord 
as a ‘Joshua Man’

 In the Book of Joshua, chapter 24, Joshua is 
addressing the elders and leaders of Israel about serving 
God.
 As you know, the Israelites were serving other gods. 
He references he will serve God, and the leaders who 
were present agreed to as well and he made a covenant 
with the people that day.
 My ques� on is, “Whom do we serve?” Do we serve 
God or the other false gods that tempt us each day? The 
false gods are all that tempt us and lead us away from 
serving Him.  Joshua declares to the people, “But as for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
 Let’s explore this further.
 “And how can they believe in the one whom they 
have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? And how can they preach 
unless they are sent?” Romans 10:14-15.
 This passage is from a scripture lesson I was asked 
to read at the St. Andrew’s Day celebra� on held on 
Saturday, Nov. 30 at Grace Church, West Farms, in Bronx, 
New York.
 Serving our Lord does not come easy because to do 
so means to get out of our comfort zones. And the “let 
someone else do it” thinking usually leads to someone 
who is willing, but may or may not be more qualifi ed 
than you are. Addi� onally, it is easy to let the daily 
tempta� ons that lure us away from serving God get in 
the way! I am not a saint, just a recovering sinner!  Your 

prayers and mine will help in this life-long process to 

transform our hearts to be servant leaders.

 That is why we need the Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

to be there when we “stumble and fall” and to help one 

another. Be� er yet, serve one another as brothers-in-

Christ. It is not as hard as one might think. We have so 

many saints who go about ministry work serving God 

and man in their various ministries. They are the men 

we want to lead us and mentor us. Are we Joshua men? 

Are we willing to spread the Gospel message wherever 

God calls us to go? Are we willing to enter the Promised 

Land?

 “Go and make disciples” is the theme of the 2015 

Triennial Conven� on and as in Romans chapter 10, 

are we willing to be sent to preach?  To go and make 

disciples as wri� en in Ma� hew 28:19? Are we willing to 

fi ght for what God has called us to do? Our theme for 

next year will be our marching orders, and God willing, 

so it will be for all the men of the Brotherhood to go out 

and be Joshua men!

 Some of what I have wri� en about is not new, but 

it is � meless and we need to be reminded, and that 

includes me as well. Ge�  ng out of our comfort zone is 

avoiding the tempta� on of “idle si�  ng” and focusing 

too much on electronic devices that entertain us all day 

long!  I know we need them to a point, but when it takes 

over our lives then we need to re-examine our priori� es. 

Not easy, but necessary.

 Just as I need your support as my fellow Brothers 

Andrew, you have mine. Just as we fulfi ll our ministry 

objec� ves, and place the Brotherhood higher on our 

“to-do” lists, we will “serve the Lord”. Just as we begin 

a new ministry ini� a� ve, we will preach and be sent 

out, outside the safety of the sanctuary, the “walls of 

the Church” that we are so comfortable in. We have so 

much work to do in His Name that it will take all of us to 

seize the challenges set before us, and be Joshua men. 

Please let me know what you have done as you answer 

the call to ministry, as I am sure your fellow Brother 

Andrew will want to know! You are not alone in your 

journey as Jesus is walking by your side!

 “Be strong and courageous.”  Joshua 1:9.

 

 Brotherhood president Robert Dennis can be 

reached at rdennis4@nyc.rr.com.



By Bob Pine 

 GADSDEN, Alabama - I have been involved in a 

prison ministry in Alabama for more than 20 years

 This ministry is called Kairos Prison Ministry, 

International. The name Kairos comes from ancient 

Greek and means “God’s Special Time.” The 

ancient Greeks had two words for time, chronos 

and kairos. Chronos refers to 

man’s sequential time, while 

kairos signifi es a supreme 

moment of indeterminate time 

in which everything happens - 

God’s time.

 Since 1976, Kairos has 

grown from its beginning in 

a Florida prison to a ministry 

reaching around the globe. It 

came out of a movement called 

Cursillo, in which the Emmaus 

Walk found its roots. It has 

been called a “Short Course in 

Christianity,” taking this from 

the Spanish word cursillo which 

means “short course.”

 Some 38 years since its 

beginning, Kairos has racked up some amazing 

results. The recidivism rate for the general prison 

populations is near 70 percent. That means 70 

percent of inmates end up back in prison after 

release. Those inmates that have experienced a 

three day Kairos retreat drop to a recidivism rate 

of only 30 percent. God does work in mysterious 

ways.

 Kairos has expanded over the years from just 

working inside the prisons. There is a program 

called Kairos Outside that ministers to the female 

family members of the incarcerated. They attend a 

retreat that is very similar to the retreat inside the 

prison. Kairos is also in women’s 

prisons like Julia Tutwiler Prison 

in Alabama.

 Another Kairos program 

is Kairos Torch. Kairos Torch 

ministers to those young 

people (25 and under) that are 

experiencing incarceration. This 

ministry encourages youthful 

offenders to recognize their God-

given potential and helps them 

develop skills necessary for a 

productive life. This gives them 

hope for the future.

 As of today, these Kairos 

programs have achieved some 

amazing numbers. In addition to 

a paid nine member staff, Kairos Intl. has reached 

the following levels of ministry according to Kairos 

records:

3The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS November 2014

BROTHER SUPPORTS KAIROS PRISON MINISTRIES

Brother Bob Pine at his desk in Gads-
den, Alabama. He is a member of the 
Episcopal Church of the Holy Com-
forter.

Kairos produces 
‘amazing results’
38-year-old prison ministry lowers recidivism rates  

con� nued on page 4
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‘I was in prison and
you visited me’

 • More than 36,000 volunteers donating three 

million hours of service each year.

 • These volunteers serve in more than 400 

institutions and 55 Kairos Outside communities in 

35 states and nine foreign countries: Costa Rica, 

Australia, Canada, Dominican Republic, Honduras, 

Nicaragua, Peru, South Africa and the United 

Kingdom. Each year more than 25,000 inmates and 

their families are introduced to God’s love, grace 

and forgiveness through Kairos.

 The mission of Kairos Prison Ministry is to share 

the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus 

Christ to impact the hearts and lives of incarcerated 

men, women and youth, as well as their families, 

to become loving and productive citizens of their 

communities.

 In so many words, Kairos transforms lives. 

After the three-day retreat experience, attendees 

are encouraged to take responsibility for their life 

choices and their relations with God. They are also 

encouraged to join or form small accountability 

groups meeting weekly or more often. Kairos 

volunteers continue to return to the prison monthly 

to provide mentoring and guidance through 

these accountability groups. Over time, the 

Church grows within the prison population. The 

prison environment begins to change and family 

relationships start to heal as God transforms lives.

 In my experience in hearing the testimony of 

inmates that have been through a Kairos retreat, 

many say that it is the fi rst time in their lives they 

have felt loved.

 Kairos Prison Ministry is a joining of all Christian 

denominations, working together to fulfi ll scripture: 

“I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 

25:36).

 Typically, membership on a Kairos team 

requires that you have experienced a similar three-

day retreat like Cursillo, Emmaus Walk, Tres Dias 

or other similar three-day retreats.  In some states, 

individuals that have not attended one of these 

three-day retreats can apply for one of the few 

“member in training” positions on a Kairos team. 

This allows them to participate along with the 

inmates as a pilgrim. This then qualifi es them to be 

on future Kairos teams.

 If you have an interest in fi nding out more about 

Kairos Prison Ministry, ask your rector. He or she 

can put you in touch with someone that can help

 Your state should have a Kairos website 

or contact Kairos International online at http://

kpmifoundation.org/index .php.

 Brother Robert Halsey Pine was born at Newark, Ohio, 

in 1943, and grew up in Rockville, Maryland, a suburb of 

Washington, D.C. He is a graduate of Northeastern University 

in Boston, Mass. Bob completed the four-year program of 

Theological Education by Extension; Education for Ministry 

as provided and administered by the School of Theology at 

the University of the South. Bob and his wife Penny live in the 

Gadsden, Alabama area, their home since 1969. Bob is an 

active member of the Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter 

in Gadsden and is involved in Kairos prison ministry. In 1993 

Bob had an uplifting experience while going through brain 

surgery for the removal of a tumor. God’s revelation to Bob 

during his illness has changed his life forever. This comes 

through in his meditations on the Word of the Lord in his book 

and web site entitled, Pious Bob - A Daily Devotional.

 The Rt. Rev. Furman C. Stough, VIII Bishop of Alabama 

has said, “Bob Pine is one of those rare Christians who can 

observe the world around him, and see the hand of God at 

work and not confuse it with human endeavor. The smallest 

piece of creation becomes for him the pattern of a God who 

loves and cares.”

BROTHER SUPPORTS KAIROS PRISON MINISTRIES

con� nued from page 3
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PROVINCE VII PRESIDENT

 The challenge for the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew is not what the “organiza� on” was or 
is but what it will become. If we con� nue the 
current trend, our membership of ministry 
support/dona� ons will con� nue to drop.
 The current thinking is to energize or 
create a focus in “men’s ministries” and 
thereby address the needs and expecta� ons 
of men. These are men who have expressed 
needs in paren� ng, fatherhood, spousal 
rela� onships, surviving divorce, debilita� ng 
sickness, depression, mental illness issues, 
spirituality, substance abuse and many other 

areas yet to be iden� fi ed.
 The challenge then is to create a “na� onal” ministry for men 
and to support regional and local ini� a� ves that address these 
many areas.
 Examples of poten� al men ministry areas are:
 • Men’s Ministries for men, young men
 • Mission for men for parish leadership - walk the talk.
 • Ministry for the preven� on of spousal abuse and domes� c 
violence
 • Ministry for fatherhood
 • Single parents/fathers
 • Ministry for Big Brothers support
 • Ministry for men recovering from substance abuse
 • Ministry to train men in safe-guarding God’s children and 
God’s people
 • EFM local support for study
 • Spiritual training and retreats, e.g. Cursillo
 • Centering prayer training,  medita� ons and labyrinth
 • Funds to further men pursuing a master for ministry
 • Another thought ... The call from the brothers Andrew was 
not to just follow them but follow Jesus and walk in his steps. 

 Brother Roy Benavides is Province VII President. He can be 

reached at rcbenavides@gmail.com.

Roy C. Benavides

We must
address the 
real needs
of men

From the Brotherhood Blog
Here is a list of 17 statements to ponder which are intend-
ed to strip some of the culturally bound thinking that has 
crept in to our institutions.  Comments and dialog are en-
couraged.

1. From the start in the book of Genesis God warns us about 
the consequences of making judgements about what is 
good and what is evil. He cautions that the result will be 
separation from God leading to death. Yet we persist in 
making judgements about good and evil thinking we are 
doing God’s work.

2. Sin is separating ourselves from God and trying to put 
ourselves in His place. Sin is not the violation of a cosmic 
rule book. Those things we call “sins” are nothing more than 
the ways in which we act out our separation from God.

3. Jesus rarely concerned himself with judgments about 
good and evil. Instead, He responded to relationships and 
situations with love. We would do well to do the same.

4. Jesus rarely asked for a confession of faith. He was much 
more impressed by a demonstration of faith.

5. Jesus did not come to establish a tribal community of the 
“saved.” He came to redeem ALL of creation.

6. The Bible contains passages which are tribal, petty, and 
violent. They are not an excuse for anything.

7. The Bible is a gift from God which reveals His love and 
promises (Word), not a collection of his writings.

8. The testaments of the Bible are about life for us now, not 
just for when we die.

9. Jesus never said to worship Him, only to follow him. May-
be it’s time.

10. The God who created a universe that is 14 billion years 
old and billions of light years across is much more capable 
of redeeming His creation than a god who just created the 
earth and heavens in six revolutions of one planet.

11. Spiritual growth occurs not when we take on new ways 
of being, but when we let old ways of being fall away.

12. We don’t think our way into new ways of acting, we act 
our way into new ways of thinking.

13. All spiritual growth happens in closer partnership with 
God, not by building a stronger ego.

14. God is not “the man upstairs.” He is the very life within 
you that is closer to you than your socks.

15. Faith is not certainty. Faith is what steps in when cer-
tainty fails.

16. God does not love us because we are good. God loves us 
because God is good.

17. We all have a dark side. Until we learn to accept it and 
let God love it, we will persist using it to harm others.



BROTHERS LEAD CREATION OF VETERAN FRIENDLY CONGREGATIONS
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a major push to take the program na� onwide.
 “It all began with the Brotherhood chapter at St. Peter 
and St. Paul’s,” Fr. Certain, who is execu� ve director of the 
Military Chaplain’s Associa� on, says. A re� red Air Force 
colonel, he is also the Brotherhood’s na� onal missioner 
to the U.S. Armed Forces and can be reached at eagle@
unchainedeagle.com.
 St. Peter and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church off ers training for 
mental health professionals regarding post-trauma� c stress 
disorder and other issues, arranges living accommoda� ons, 
provides fi nancial support, helps veterans fi nd employment 
and will help any veteran in any possible way.
 The church and its Brotherhood chapter organized Care 
For  The Troops, which maintains a comprehensive website 
(h# p://careforthetroops.com) that contains informa� on any 
chapter would need to get started caring for servicemen and 
women.
 “We are delighted the Brotherhood is pushing this 
program,” Fr. Certain says. “It has spread to many other 
denomina� ons here in Georgia and we would love for this 
to be expanded to other regions of the country. It started 
with the Brotherhood and the Brotherhood would be a good 
vehicle to get it going na� onally.” 
 The Veteran Friendly Congrega� on ini� a� ve con� nues a 
long-standing Brotherhood commitment to helping returning 
servicemen. 
 At the conclusion of World War I, 729 churches out of the 
1,165 that existed at the � me organized church welcoming 
commi# ees, thanks to the work of the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, which kept a fi le on each and every serviceman. 
When a soldier returned home – many suff ering from “shell-
shock” - which we now call “post-trauma� c stress disorder” 
- a local Brotherhood chapter knew about him.
 Sta� s� cs from that era show that 56 percent of men 
asking to be bap� zed at Episcopal Churches did so a$ er 
ini� ally being ushered into a church welcoming home 

commi# ee organized by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.
 Building upon its success in World War I, the Brotherhood 
refi ned its methods of keeping up with servicemen, even as 
the task in the U.S.’s fi ve-year involvement in World War II 
proved much more diffi  cult. The Brotherhood’s helpfulness 
to the military in the First World War earned it a great deal 
of trust among the Army and Navy brass. To its surprise, the 
Brotherhood found itself being recommended by U.S. Army 
and Naval offi  cers.
 Due to the interna� onal stature of the Anglican 
Communion, Brotherhood chapters already existed in 
much of the English-speaking na� ons. But during - and 
especially a$ er - World War II, Brotherhood chapters spread 
to non-English speaking countries and regions such as the 
Philippines, Korea and Japan, a legacy of the Brotherhood’s 
eff orts that began in 1945 by helping wounded servicemen.
 Off ering injured servicemen a home in a Brotherhood 
chapter that can off er them substan� al help for their 
affl  ica� ons – whether physical, psychological or both – can 
play an important role in the life of the Brotherhood as well 
as the lives of servicemen returning from the longest wars 
the U.S. has ever fought.
 Substan� al help for chapters willing to get involved is 
available from a number of sources:
 * h# p://careforthetroops.com,
 * h# p://tnvhc.org/vfci (Veteran Friendly Congrega� on 
Ini� a� ve).
 Both of these websites also off er links to other programs 
that exist to help returning servicemen adjust.
 “There is no set way to accomplish this – every church 
and chapter is diff erent,” President Dennis notes. “Either way, 
you are transforming the life of a man who gave his all for his 
country.”

 Jim Goodson can be reached at jimgoodson@aol.com.

continued from page 1

Members of St Peter and St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church in Marie� a, Georgia helped other 

volunteers from congrega� ons in the area 

refurbish a 70-year-old chapel at Dobbins 

Air Reserve Base in Marie� e, thereby sav-

ing it from the wrecking ball. The chapel was 

re-dedicated in April of this year and is used 

heavily by veterans, ac� ve and re� red, for 

weddings and other ceremonies at no charge 

to them.
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THE BROTHERHOOD TODAY

BROTHERS WHO 
HAVE DIED

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

 h� ps://www.facebook.com/
brothersandrew.net

h� ps://twi� er.com/
BrothersAndrewBSTA

h� p://brotherhoodofstandre.
ipage.com/
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Bro. Joe E. Crim
Fernandina Beach, FL

Bro. Sydney Emmanuel Lewis
Elmont, NY

2015 Triennial Conven! on 
Fact Sheet

June 10-14, 2015
Philadelphia Airport Marrio� 

($149 per night, doubly occupancy available)

The Execu! ve Board will meet at 1 p.m. Wednesday, June 10

A day trip is planned; details will be announcd in the Spring
St. Andrew’s Cross edi� on

Business, budget and elec! ons will be discussed 
Thursday, June 11

Crea! ng disciples, ongoing and new ministry ini! a! ves will be 
discussed and planned Friday, June 12

Other plans, open discussions, a side trip and
the annual Triennial banquet will be held Saturday, June 13

Don’t miss this important mee! ng in the history
of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.



DALLAS ASSEMBLY’S OKTOBERFEST
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Plano upsets 
Garland, wins
Growler Cup

At Holy Trinity’s annual
Oktoberfest fundraiser

From left are beer brewmasters Frank London (Holy Trin-

ity), whose recipe was judged second-best; Lisa McNiel 

(Holy Trinity), third place; The Rev. Garrin Dickinson (Holy 

Nativity), fourth place and fi rst place winner  Joshua Phipps 

(Holy Nativity).

Brewmaster Brothers in the Dallas Assembly com-
pete for the Growler Cup, above. The compe� � on 

between chapters raises funds for the assembly’s 

ministry projects.

 By John Phipps

 GARLAND, Texas - In a stunning upset, Holy Na� vity Episco-

pal Church Brothers captured the coveted St. Andrew Suds So-

ciety (SASS) Growler from Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Broth-

ers  at the 2014 Holy Trinity Oktoberfest Oct. 4, 2014.

 The annual event held at Holy Trinity-Garland was well at-

tended and featured roast pig, brats, sauerkraut and German 

potato salad – as week as games for the kids and a cake walk. 

Funds from the event go to mission eff orts.

 The Beer Fest featured a number of entries with a very no-

� ceable increase in quality from past years, making the contest 

very close indeed.

 A� er four years in the hands of Holy Trinity-Garland., the 

Growler is now safely ensconced at Holy Na� vity in Plano.

 This Brotherhood event has proven to be a real barn-burner 

that off ers the opportunity to meet and compete for a great 

cause. Hopefully, we will see wider par� cipa� on across the 

Dallas Assembly next year.

 John Phipps is communica� ons director for the Dallas Assem-

bly of the Brotherhood.


